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Figure 1: Charleston, SC in 1865 
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LEARNING TARGETS: 
1. I can list the Reconstruction Amendments. 

2. I can compare and contrast the Reconstruction Amendments. 

3. I can create a plan on Reconstruction. 

4. I can evaluate the expansion of rights for African Americans at the 

end of Reconstruction. 

5. I can support my claim about the expansion of rights with evidence. 

6. I can define a Carpet Bagger and their impact on the South. 

7. I can illustrate the impact of poll taxes and literacy tests on African 

Americans following the Reconstruction. 

8. I can show the cause and effect between the end of slavery and rise 

in Sharecropping. 

9. I can summarize the rise of White Leagues and the KKK in the 

Southern States. 

10. I can integrate visual and textual information to access the fairness 

of poll taxes and literacy tests. 

 

DEFINITIONS: 
1. Carpet Bagger: A Northerner that travelled to the South. 

2. Confiscated: Taking something for use by the government. 

3. Disenfranchised: Taking away a person or group of people’s ability or 

right to vote. 

4. Freedmen: The name given freed slaves. 

5. Grandfather Clause: A law that gave you the rights that your 

grandfather had. 

6. Gubernatorial: Having to do with the governor. 

7. Legislated: Passing a law through the legislative branch of government. 

8. Poll Taxes: Taxes people had to pay in order to vote in an election. 

Typical taxes cost $1.75, which would equal about $42 in today’s 

money. 

9. Reconstruction: The rebuilding of the South and its rejoining the North 

(a.k.a. the Union, the United States) 

10. Reconstruction Amendments: The three Amendments passed after the 

end of the Civil War, the 13th, 14th, and 15th Amendments to the U.S. 

Constitution. 

11. Sharecropping: A system where Freedmen would rent the land of their 

former masters, work that land, then give a percentage of their money 

made to their former masters. 

12. Withdrawing: Removing. 
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DIRECTIONS for Cartoon: Examine the cartoon below and: 

a) Identify the two people shown; and 

b) Explain what each person is doing; and 

c) Explain the caption of the cartoon; and 

d) Explain what you believe the meaning of the cartoon to be; 

and 

e) Create your own cartoon with the same meaning. 
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Purpose of the Reconstruction: The Reconstruction’s 

purpose was to deal with several issues: 

 How would the 11 states regain self-government and be 

reseated in Congress? 

 What should be done to the former leaders of the South? 

 What should be done with Freedmen 

o Should Freedmen have the right to vote? 
 

Reconstruction Plans  

 There were three Reconstruction Plans: 

o Lincoln’s Plan (p. 5) 

o Johnson’s Plan (p. 7) 

o Radical Reconstruction Plan (p. 9) 

 

Lincoln’s Plan (1863-1865) 

1. Once 10% of a state’s voters swore an oath of allegiance to 

the North, they would be readmitted to the North. 

2. Pardon all former Confederates 

3. Protect private property in the South (no redistribution of land 

to slaves) 

4. No punishment of former Confederates (no trials for treason) 

 

 During the Civil War Northern generals confiscated 

Southern land and gave them to freedmen. 

 Radical Republicans in Congress were opposed to 

Lincoln’s plan and had the following goals: 

1. Increase the % of voters that swear an oath of allegiance 

to 50. 

2. Punish former Confederates 

3. Redistribute white-owned plantation land to former 

slaves and grant those slaves the right to vote 

 

 Lincoln was assassinated just four days after the Civil 

War ended by John Wilkes Booth, a Southerner. Lincoln’s 

vice-president, Andrew Johnson, then became president. 
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS for Purpose and 
Lincoln’s Plan 
1. What term was given for the former slaves? 

 

2. What do you think should be done to the former 

Confederate states, should they be punished? Why? 

 

3. If freedmen have no education, what danger would there be 

in allowing them to vote? 

 

4. Do uneducated people vote today? Is that a problem? 

 

5. What problems do you see with part 1) of Lincoln’s plan? 

 

6. Why do you think Lincoln’s plan did not punish 

Confederates? 

 

7. Why protect the private property of white Southerners? 

 

8. How do you think the people (white and black) of the South 

would react to part 3) of the Radical Republicans’ goals? 
 

9. How do you think the North would react to Lincoln’s 
assassination by Booth? 
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Johnson’s Plan (a.k.a. Presidential 
Reconstruction) (1865-1867) 

 When Lincoln was president, Johnson was in favor of 

punishing the South. After Lincoln was assassinated, Johnson 

changed his mind. 

1. Pardoned hundreds of former Confederate military leaders 

and government employees 

2. Returned confiscated property to white Southerners 

3. Appointed governors for occupied Southern states to draft 

new state constitutions, and agreed to readmit each state if 

they approved the 13th Amendment, which abolished 

slavery 
 

 Civil Rights Act of 1866 guaranteed citizenship to all 

Americans (except Native Americans) and gave freedmen the 

right to own property, sue, testify in court, and sign legal 

contracts.  

 14th Amendment guaranteed citizenship to all males, 

regardless of race. 

 Southerners protest both the Civil Rights Act of 1866 and 

the 14th amendment by going into a rampage and killing 

hundreds of black people in riots in several Southern cities. 

 Johnson blames the Radical Republicans and black 

people for all the violence in the South. 

 The North is convinced that Johnson has no idea how to 

conduct Reconstruction and that the South should be 

punished for its actions (particularly the protests and riots), 

so the Radical Republicans win the presidential election of 

1866 and begin the era of Radical Reconstruction (a.k.a. 

Congressional Reconstruction). 
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS for Johnson’s Plan 
1. Why do you think Johnson returned confiscated property to 

their owners? 

2. Is the 14th Amendment fair? Why? 

3. Take a look back at the Radical Republicans and what they 

wanted to achieve under Lincoln’s Reconstruction Plan. Did 

they achieve their goals? If so, how? 

4. Complete the Venn Diagram for Reconstruction Plans (at 

the back of this booklet) comparing and contrasting Lincoln 

and Johnson’s Reconstruction plans and the plans of the 

Radical Republicans. 
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Radical Reconstruction Plan (a.k.a. 
Congressional Reconstruction) (1867-1877) 

 Congress passed two laws which had the following effect: 

1. Divided the former confederate states into five military 

districts, each district controlled by a Union General. 

2. Martial law was declared in each district, meaning the 

military WAS the law, and could arrest people without a trial 

(they could ignore your 6th amendment Constitutional right to 

a jury trial). 

3. The former confederate states had to pass the 14th 

amendment. 

4. The former confederate states had to provide suffrage1 for 

African Americans. 

5. Union troops were in charge of voter registration. 
 

 15th Amendment was passed by Congress, which granted 

all American males the right to vote.  
 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS for Radical 
Reconstruction Plan 
1. How do you think the South reacted to Congress’ new laws? 

2. What effect do you think these new laws had on the lives of 

both blacks and whites living in the South? Why? 

3. What group of people is left out of the 15th amendment? 

Why do you think they were left out? 

 

 

                                                 
1 The right to vote. 
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Your Own Reconstruction Plan 
 

DIRECTIONS: Create your own Reconstruction Plan that 

deals with the following issues: 

 

Issue Explain how your plan deals 

with the issue 
How would the 11 states 

regain self-government and 

be reseated in the United 

States Congress? 

 

How will you deal with the 

fact that many Southerners 

were disloyal to the United 

States, and actually fought 

against it? 

 

What should be done to the 

former leaders of the South? 
 

What should be done with 

Freedmen? Should Freedmen 

have the right to vote? What 

about other rights? 

 

Who will be responsible for 

enforcing and carrying out 

your plan? For how long? 
 

Who will pay for your plan? 

For how long? 
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The Postwar South and the Black Codes (1865 – 
1877) 
 

A. Freedmen’s Bureau 
1. Created by Congress to establish schools for African 

Americans. These schools were usually run by white 

schoolteachers from the North, nicknamed Carpetbaggers. 

B. Black Churches 
1. Recently freed slaves were now free to establish their own 

churches. White churches in the South often used religion as 

a justification for keeping African Americans as slaves. 

C. Carpetbaggers and Scalawags 
1. Carpetbaggers: Northerners that moved to the South to make 

money, or help African Americans get an education. 

Nicknamed due to their tendency to carry all their belongings 

while moving in large carpets. 

2. Scalawags: A nickname given to Southerners that supported 

the North/Union. 

D. Sharecropping 
1. This system allowed former African American slaves to rent 

out part of the land of their ex-masters, where they then grew 

their own crops, in exchange for getting a percentage of the 

crop grown. 

E. Black Codes 
1. Laws passed by Southern states discriminating against 

African-Americans, examples included: 

a. No interracial marriage. 

b. No black unemployment. If unemployed, jail time 

will be served. 

c. Blacks may not serve on juries. 

d. Blacks may not testify against whites in cases. 
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS for the Postwar South 
1. What was the Freedmen’s Bureau? 

2. Why would ex-slaves want to establish their own churches? 

3. What problem do you see with sharecropping? 

4. Why do you think the Black Codes were passed? 

5. Based on what you know of trials, what effect would blacks 

not being allowed to serve on juries or testify against whites 

have for their rights? 

6. What new rights did African-Americans get after 

Reconstruction? Cite your evidence. 

7. What role did carpetbaggers play in the expansion of 

African-American rights? Cite your evidence. 

8. Complete the Venn Diagram for Reconstruction 

Amendments (at the back of this booklet) comparing and 

contrasting the 13th, 14th, and 15th Amendments. 
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Jim Crow Laws (1878+) 

1 In the 1870s, Democrats gradually regained power in the 

Southern legislatures, having used insurgent paramilitary groups, such 

as the White League and Red Shirts to disrupt Republican organizing, 

run Republican officeholders out of town, and intimidate blacks to 

suppress and discourage their voting. Extensive voter fraud was also 

used. Gubernatorial elections were close and disputed in 

Louisiana for years, with increasing violence against blacks during 

campaigns from 1868 on.  

2 In 1877, a national Democratic Party compromise to gain 

Southern support in the presidential election resulted in the 

government's withdrawing the last of the federal troops from the 

South. White Democrats had regained political power in every 

Southern state. These conservative, white, Democratic governments 

legislated Jim Crow laws, segregating black people from the white 

population. 

3 Blacks were still elected to local offices in the 1880s, but the 

Democrats were passing laws to make voter registration more 

restrictive, with the result that political participation by most blacks 

and many poor whites began to decrease. Between 1890 and 1910, ten 

of the eleven former Confederate States, starting with Mississippi, 

passed new constitutions or amendments that 

effectively disenfranchised most blacks and tens of thousands of poor 

whites through a combination of poll taxes, literacy and 

comprehension tests, and residency and record-keeping 

requirements. Grandfather Clauses temporarily permitted some 

illiterate whites to vote but using the same law prevented most blacks 

from voting. 

4 Voter turnout dropped drastically through the South as a 

result of such measures. For example, the cumulative effect in North 

Carolina meant that black voters were completely eliminated from 

voter rolls during the period from 1896–1904. The growth of their 

thriving middle class was slowed. In North Carolina and other 

Southern states, there were also the effects of invisibility: "[W]ithin a 
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decade of disenfranchisement, the white supremacy campaign had 

erased the image of the black middle class from the minds of white 

North Carolinians." 

 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS for Jim Crow Laws 
1. What political party was restricting the rights of African-

Americans and many poor whites? 

2. How, specifically, were the Southern states restricting or 

limiting the rights of African-Americans? 

3. What do you think the author means when he uses the word 

“invisibility” in paragraph 4? 

 

 

Literacy Test 
1. On the next three pages is an example of a literacy test from 

the era of Jim Crow. You will receive no help when taking 

the literacy test, as that is how it was given to voters during 

that era.  

2. This literacy test is designed for 5th graders.  

3. You have 10 minutes to take this literacy test. 

4. Prove to me you are smarter than a 5th grader from over 100 

years ago! 

 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS for the Literacy Test 
1. How fair was this test? Why? 

2. What impact do you think this test would have on African-

Americans newly freed from slavery and their ability to 

vote? 
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Venn Diagram for Reconstruction Plans
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Venn Diagram for Reconstruction Amendments 
 


