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Learning Targets 

Topic Topic Focus 
# of 
days 

Standards 

1 
Slavery and the Abolitionist 
Movement 

4 8.H.2.1 

2 Causes of the Civil War 4 8.C&G.1.4 

3 Civil War 5 
8.H.3.1, 
8.H.3.2 

Definitions 
1. The North (a.k.a. The Union or the United States): Those 

states in the northern part of the United States that generally DID 
NOT allow slavery. 

2. The South (a.k.a. The Confederacy or the Confederate 
States): Those states in the southern part of the United States 
that generally DID allow slavery. 

3. Compromise: An agreement made between two sides where 
each side gives up something it wants in order for the agreement 
to be made. 

4. Petitioned: Asked, usually in a formal way. 
5. Sectionalism: Loyalty to one’s own region or section, rather than 

to your entire country (which is composed of many regions or 
sections). 

6. Sectionalism:       
7. Compromise:       
8. Slave trade:       
9. Abolish:        
10. Abolitionist:       
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Part I: Six Causes of the Civil 
War 

 

1st cause: The Mexican-American War 
 

 See the Unit 2 Booklet for more information. 

2nd cause: Plantation vs. Factory 

Economies 
 See the Unit 2 Booklet for more information. 

 Examine the manufacturing and trade map below and answer 
the questions that follow. 

 

 

Manufacturing by County 

1. What differences exist between the North and South? 

2. How would the differences between the North and South lead 
to conflict between the two? 
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3rd cause: Sectionalism  
 See the Unit 2 Booklet for more information. 

Southern Secession Ordinances 
 
Directions: Read the following ordinances by the Southern states 
just prior to the Civil War (1861 – 1865). In a graphic organizer, 
compare and contrast both ordinances with the Declaration of 
Independence. 
 

SOUTH CAROLINA  
AN ORDINANCE to dissolve the union between the State of South 
Carolina and other States united with her under the compact entitled 
"The Constitution of the United States of America." 

We, the people of the State of South Carolina, in convention 
assembled, do declare and ordain, and it is hereby declared and 
ordained, That the ordinance adopted by us in convention on the 
twenty-third day of May, in the year of our Lord one thousand seven 
hundred and eighty-eight, whereby the Constitution of the United 
States of America was ratified, and also all acts and parts of acts of 
the General Assembly of this State ratifying amendments of the said 
Constitution, are hereby repealed; and that the union now subsisting 
between South Carolina and other States, under the name of the 
"United States of America," is hereby dissolved.  

Done at Charleston the twentieth day of December, in the year of our 
Lord one thousand eight hundred and sixty. 
 

NORTH CAROLINA  
AN ORDINANCE to dissolve the union between the State of North 
Carolina and the other States united with her, under the compact of 
government entitled "The Constitution of the United States."  

We, the people of the State of North Carolina in convention 
assembled, do declare and ordain, and it is hereby declared and 
ordained, That the ordinance adopted by the State of North Carolina 
in the convention of 1789, whereby the Constitution of the United 
States was ratified and adopted, and also all acts and parts of acts of 
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the General Assembly ratifying and adopting amendments to the said 
Constitution, are hereby repealed, rescinded, and abrogated.  

We do further declare and ordain, That the union now subsisting 
between the State of North Carolina and the other States, under the 
title of the United States of America, is hereby dissolved, and that the 
State of North Carolina is in full possession and exercise of all those 
rights of sovereignty which belong and appertain to a free and 
independent State.  

Done in convention at the city of Raleigh, this the 20th day of May, in 
the year of our Lord 1861, and in the eighty-fifth year of the 
independence of said State. 
  

DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE 
IN CONGRESS, July 4, 1776. 
The unanimous Declaration of the thirteen united States of America, 
When in the Course of human events, it becomes necessary for one 
people to dissolve the political bands which have connected them 
with another, and to assume among the powers of the earth, the 
separate and equal station to which the Laws of Nature and of 
Nature's God entitle them, a decent respect to the opinions of 
mankind requires that they should declare the causes which impel 
them to the separation. 

“We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are 
created equal …” 

We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created 
equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable 
Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of 
Happiness.--That to secure these rights, Governments are instituted 
among Men, deriving their just powers from the consent of the 
governed, --That whenever any Form of Government becomes 
destructive of these ends, it is the Right of the People to alter or to 
abolish it, and to institute new Government, laying its foundation on 
such principles and organizing its powers in such form, as to them 
shall seem most likely to effect their Safety and Happiness. Prudence, 
indeed, will dictate that Governments long established should not be 
changed for light and transient causes; and accordingly all experience 
hath shewn, that mankind are more disposed to suffer, while evils are 
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sufferable, than to right themselves by abolishing the forms to which 
they are accustomed. But when a long train of abuses and 
usurpations, pursuing invariably the same Object evinces a design to 
reduce them under absolute Despotism, it is their right, it is their duty, 
to throw off such Government, and to provide new Guards for their 
future security.--Such has been the patient sufferance of these 
Colonies; and such is now the necessity which constrains them to 
alter their former Systems of Government. The history of the present 
King of Great Britain is a history of repeated injuries and usurpations, 
all having in direct object the establishment of an absolute Tyranny 
over these States.  

We, therefore, the Representatives of the united States of America, in 
General Congress, Assembled, appealing to the Supreme Judge of 
the world for the rectitude of our intentions, do, in the Name, and by 
Authority of the good People of these Colonies, solemnly publish and 
declare, That these United Colonies are, and of Right ought to be 
Free and Independent States; that they are Absolved from all 
Allegiance to the British Crown, and that all political connection 
between them and the State of Great Britain, is and ought to be totally 
dissolved; and that as Free and Independent States, they have full 
Power to levy War, conclude Peace, contract Alliances, establish 
Commerce, and to do all other Acts and Things which Independent 
States may of right do. And for the support of this Declaration, with a 
firm reliance on the protection of divine Providence, we mutually 
pledge to each other our Lives, our Fortunes and our sacred Honor.  
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4th cause: Slavery 
How did people react to slavery in the United States? People reacted 
in two ways, either violently or peacefully. 
 

Nat Turner’s Rebellion 

 
On 23 August 1831 Governor John Floyd received a hastily written 
note from Southampton County postmaster James Trezevant stating 
"that an insurrection of the slaves in that county had taken place, that 
several families had been massacred and that it would take a 
considerable military force to put them down."  Fifty-seven whites, 
many of them women and children, died before a massive force of 
militiamen and armed volunteers could converge on the region and 
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crush the insurrection.  Angry white vigilantes killed dozens of slaves 
and drove hundreds of free persons of color into exile in the reign of 
terror that followed. 

The confessions of prisoners and the interrogation of eyewitnesses 
pointed to a small group of ringleaders: a free man of color named 
Billy Artis, a celebrated slave known as "Gen. Nelson," and a slave 
preacher by the name of Nat Turner.  Attention focused on Turner; it 
was his "imagined spirit of prophecy" and his extraordinary powers of 
persuasion, local authorities reported, that had turned obedient slaves 
into bloodthirsty killers.  Turner's ability to elude capture for more than 
two months only enhanced his mythic stature. 

“Angry white vigilantes killed dozens of slaves and drove 
hundreds of free persons of color into exile in the reign of 
terror that followed.” 

An abolitionist writer named Samuel Warner suggested that Turner 
had hidden himself in the Dismal Swamp with an army of runaways at 
his disposal. State officials took pains to ensure that Turner lived to 
stand trial by offering a $500 reward for his capture and safe return to 
the Southampton County jail.  On 30 October 1831, Turner 
surrendered to a local farmer who found him hiding in a cave not far 
from the place where Turner lived. Local planter and lawyer Thomas 
R. Gray interviewed Turner in his jail cell, recorded his "Confessions," 
and published them as a pamphlet shortly after Turner was tried, 
convicted, and executed.  In tracing the "history of the motives" that 
led him to undertake the insurrection, Turner insisted that God had 
given him a sign to act, and that he had shared his plans with only a 
few trusted followers. 

As a result of Turner's actions, Virginia's legislators enacted more 
laws to limit the activities of African Americans, both free and 
enslaved.  The freedom of slaves to communicate and congregate 
was directly attacked.  No one could assemble a group of African 
Americans to teach reading or writing, nor could anyone be paid to 
teach a slave.  Preaching by slaves and free blacks was forbidden. 
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1. What did Nat Turner do? 
2. Why do you think the authorities focused on him instead of the 

other leaders? 
3. What motivated Nat Turner to violence? Do you agree with his 

methods? Why? 
4. What consequences did Nat Turner’s rebellion have for the 

abolitionist movement?  

  



Unit 3: The Civil War 

 

 - 12 - 

 

John Brown’s Raid (Harper’s Ferry) 
On 16 October 1859 John Brown led eighteen men-thirteen whites 
and five blacks-into Harpers Ferry, Virginia. A veteran of the violent 
struggles between pro- and antislavery forces in Kansas, Brown 
intended to provoke a general uprising of African Americans that 
would lead to a war against slavery. The raiders seized the federal 
buildings and cut the telegraph wires. Expecting local slaves to join 
them, Brown and his men waited in the armory while the townspeople 
surrounded the building.  The raiders and the civilians exchanged 
gunfire, and eight of Brown's men were killed or captured.  By 
daybreak on 18 October, U.S. Marines under the command of Brevet 
Colonel Robert E. Lee stormed Brown's position in the arsenal's 
enginehouse and captured or killed most of his force. Five of the 
conspirators, including Brown's son Owen, escaped to safety in 
Canada and the North. Severely wounded and taken to the jail in 
Charles Town, Virginia, John Brown stood trial for treason against the 
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commonwealth of Virginia, for murder, and for conspiring with slaves 
to rebel. On 2 November a jury convicted him and sentenced him to 
death.  Brown readily accepted the sentence and declared that he 
had acted in accordance with God's commandments. Responding to 
persistent rumors and written threats, Henry A. Wise, governor of 
Virginia, called out state militia companies to guard against a possible 
rescue of Brown and his followers. On 2 December 1859, Brown was 
hanged in Charles Town. 

“Brown readily accepted the sentence (of death) and 
declared that he had acted in accordance with God's 
commandments.” 

The Harpers Ferry raid confirmed for many Southerners the existence 
of a widespread Northern plot against slavery.  In fact, Brown had 
raised funds for his raid from Northern abolitionists.  To arm the 
slaves, he ordered one thousand pikes from a Connecticut 
manufactory. Letters to Governor Wise betrayed the mixed feelings 
people held for Brown.  For some, he was simply insane and should 
not be hanged.  For others, he was a martyr to the cause of abolition, 
and his quick trial and execution reflected the fear and arrogance of 
Virginia's slaveowners. Many Northerners condemned Brown's 
actions but thought him right in his conviction that slavery had to end. 
Brown's raid on Harpers Ferry and his execution further polarized 
North and South and made a resolution of the slavery issue the 
center of national debate. 
 

1. What imagery is there in the painting of John Brown’s raid on 
Harper’s Ferry? 

2. What did John Brown do? 
3. What motivated John Brown to violence? Do you agree with his 

methods? Why? 
4. What consequences did John Brown’s raid on Harper’s Ferry 

have for the abolitionist movement?  
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The Abolitionist Movement 
Abolitionists such as William Lloyd Garrison, founder of the 
abolitionist newspaper the Liberator, repeatedly condemned slavery 
for contradicting the principles of freedom and equality on which the 
country was founded. In 1854, Garrison wrote: 

“I am a believer in that portion of the Declaration of American 
Independence in which it is set forth, as among self-evident truths, 
"that all men are created equal; that they are endowed by their 
Creator with certain inalienable rights; that among these are life, 
liberty, and the pursuit of happiness." Hence, I am an abolitionist. 
Hence, I cannot but regard oppression in every form – and most of 
all, that which turns a man into a thing – with indignation and 
abhorrence. Convince me that one man may rightfully make another 
man his slave, and I will no longer subscribe to the Declaration of 
Independence. Convince me that liberty is not the inalienable 
birthright of every human being, of whatever complexion or clime, and 
I will give that instrument to the consuming fire. I do not know how to 
espouse freedom and slavery together.” 
 

“Convince me that liberty is not the inalienable birthright of 
every human being, of whatever complexion or clime, and 
I will give that instrument (the Declaration of 
Independence) to the consuming fire.” 
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Uncle Tom's Cabin 
The most influential 
abolitionist tract was Uncle 
Tom's Cabin (1852), the 
best-selling novel and play 
by Harriet Beecher Stowe. 
Outraged by the Fugitive 
Slave Law of 1850 (which 
made the escape narrative 
part of everyday news), 
Stowe emphasized the 
horrors that abolitionists 
had long claimed about 
slavery. Her depiction of 
the evil slave owner 
Simon Legree, a 
transplanted Yankee who 
kills the Christ-like Uncle 
Tom, outraged the North, 
helped sway British public 
opinion against the South, 
and inflamed Southern 
slave owners who tried to 
refute it by showing some 
slave owners were 
humanitarian. It inspired 
numerous anti-Tom 
novels, several written and 

published by women. 
 

1. What important document does Garrison refer to? What other 
historical figure we have studied referred to that same document? 
Did Garrison and this other historical figure refer to the same 
document for the same reason? Why? 

2. How did Garrison and Stowe get their abolitionist message to 
others? How effective do you think their methods were compared 
to Nat Turner and John Brown’s methods? Explain.  
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The Underground Railroad 
The Underground Railroad was a network of people, many African 
American, offering shelter and aid to escaped slaves. The exact dates 
of its operation are not known, but it operated anywhere from the late 
18th century to the Civil War. The Underground Railroad was formed 
as a convergence of various clandestine1 efforts at the time. 
 
WHAT WAS THE UNDERGROUND RAILROAD? 
The earliest mention of the Underground Railroad came in 1831 when 
slave Tice Davids escaped from Kentucky into Ohio and his owner 
blamed an “underground railroad” for helping Davids to freedom. 
 
In 1839, a Washington newspaper reported an escaped slave named 
Jim had revealed, under torture, his plan to go north following an 
“underground railroad to Boston.” 
 
Vigilance Committees—created to protect escaped slaves from 
bounty hunters in New York in 1835 and Philadelphia in 1838—soon 
expanded their activities to guide slaves on the run. By the 1840s, the 
term Underground Railroad was part of the American vernacular2. 
 
HOW THE UNDERGROUND RAILROAD WORKED 
Most of the slaves helped by the Underground Railroad escaped 
borders states like Kentucky, Virginia and Maryland. 
 
In the deep South, the Fugitive Slave Act of 1793 made capturing 
escaped slaves a lucrative business, and there were fewer hiding 
places for them. Fugitive slaves were typically on their own until they 
got to certain points farther north. 
 
People known as “conductors” guided the fugitive slaves. Hiding 
places included private homes, churches and school houses. These 
were called “stations,” “safe houses,” and “depots.” The people 
operating them were called “stationmasters.” 
 

                                                 
1 Hidden 
2 Vocabulary 
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There were many well-used routes stretching west through Ohio to 
Indiana and Iowa. Others headed north through Pennsylvania and 
into New England or through Detroit on their way to Canada. 
 
FUGITIVE SLAVE ACTS (See the The Compromise of 1850) 
The reason many escapees headed for Canada was the Fugitive 
Slave Acts. The first act, passed in 1793, allowed local governments 
to apprehend and extradite escaped slaves from within the borders of 
free states back to their point of origin, and to punish anyone helping 
the fugitives. Some Northern states tried to combat this with Personal 
Liberty Laws, which were struck down by the Supreme Court in 1842. 
 
The Fugitive Slave Act of 1850 was designed to strengthen the 
previous law, which was felt by southern states to be inadequately 
enforced. This update created harsher penalties and set up a system 
of commissioners that promoted favoritism towards slave owners and 
led to some freed slaves being recaptured. For an escaped slave, the 
northern states were still considered a risk. 
 
Meanwhile, Canada offered blacks the freedom to live where they 
wanted, sit on juries, run for public office and more, and efforts at 
extradition had largely failed. Some Underground Railroad operators 
based themselves in Canada and worked to help the arriving fugitives 
settle in. 
 
HARRIET TUBMAN 
Harriet Tubman was the most famous conductor for the Underground 
Railroad. 
 
Born a slave named Araminta Ross, she took the name Harriet 
(Tubman was her married name) when, in 1849, she escaped a 
plantation in Maryland with two of her brothers. They returned a 
couple of weeks later, but Tubman left again on her own shortly after, 
making her way to Pennsylvania. 
 
Tubman later returned to the plantation on several occasions to 
rescue family members and others. On her third trip, she tried to 
rescue her husband, but he had remarried and refused to leave. 
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Distraught, Tubman reported a vision of God, after which she joined 
the Underground Railroad and began guiding other escaped slaves to 
Maryland. Tubman regularly took groups of escapees to Canada, 
distrusting the United States to treat them well. 
 
FREDERICK DOUGLASS 
Former slave and famed writer Frederick Douglass hid fugitives in his 
home in Rochester, NY, helping 400 escaped slaves make their way 
to Canada. Former fugitive Reverend Jermain Loguen, who lived in 
neighboring Syracuse, helped 1,500 slaves go north. 
 

If you’d like to read more about Frederick Douglass, there 
are multiple copies of some of his work in class. 

 
ROBERT PURVIS, an escaped slave turned Philadelphia merchant, 
formed the Vigilance Committee there in 1838. Former slave and 
railroad operator Josiah Henson created the Dawn Institute in 1842 in 
Ontario to help escaped slaves who made their way to Canada learn 
needed work skills. 
 
New York City-based escaped slave LOUIS NAPOLEON’S 
occupation as listed on his death certificate was “Underground R.R. 
Agent.” He was a key figure guiding fugitives he found at the docks 
and train stations. 
 
JOHN PARKER was a free black man in Ohio, a foundry owner who 
took a rowboat across the Ohio River to help fugitives cross. He was 
also known to make his way into Kentucky and enter plantations to 
help slaves escape. 
 
WILLIAM STILL was a prominent Philadelphia citizen who had been 
born to fugitive slave parents in New Jersey. An associate of 
Tubman’s, Still also kept a record of his activities in the Underground 
Railroad and was able to keep it safely hidden until after the Civil 
War, when he published them, offering one of the clearest accounts 
of Underground Railroad activity at the time. 
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WHO RAN THE UNDERGROUND RAILROAD? 
Most Underground Railroad operators were ordinary people, farmers 
and business owners, as well as ministers. Some wealthy people 
were involved, such as Gerrit Smith, a millionaire who twice ran for 
president. In 1841, Smith purchased an entire family of slaves from 
Kentucky and set them free. 
 
One of the earliest known people to help fugitive slaves was Levi 
Coffin, a Quaker from North Carolina. He started around 1813 when 
he was 15 years old. 
 
Coffin said that he learned their hiding places and sought them out to 
help them move along. Eventually, they began to find their way to 
him. Coffin later moved to Indiana and then Ohio, and continued to 
help escaped slaves wherever he lived. 
 

1. Who were the leaders of the Underground Railroad? What 
qualities or acts made them leaders? 

2. Illustrate the impact of the Underground Railroad in a cartoon. 

 

Directions: Follow along with the power point, and do the following: 

3. Create a small journal entry from the perspective of an escaped 
slave (alternatively you can write from the perspective of a 
northern abolitionist) along the underground railroad. The journal 
entry must be: 

 1st person perspective 

 Appropriate dialogue 

 Reference the photographs shown 

 
See the following page for an example of journal entries. 

https://cmswarriorsteam.files.wordpress.com/2012/08/underground-railroad-photographs.pptx
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The Dred Scott case (1857) 
Born into slavery in Virginia around 1800, Dred Scott traveled westward to St. 

Louis with his master, Peter Blow, for almost thirty years. Following his 

master’s death, Scott was sold to an army surgeon named John Emerson. 

Emerson’s army unit soon transferred to Illinois and then Wisconsin. Though 

slavery was outlawed in these territories, many army officers brought their 

slaves with them. It was in Wisconsin that Scott married Harriet Robinson, 

who then also belonged to John Emerson. 

By 1842 the Scotts were back in St. Louis. The following year, Emerson died 

and ownership of the Scotts passed to Emerson’s widow. It was at this point 

that Scott attempted to purchase his freedom from Mrs. Emerson, but she 

refused his offer. Following the refusal, Dred Scott sued for his freedom in a 

Missouri court in 1846. This started a long legal battle that eventually ended 

up at the Supreme Court. It should be noted that soon after 1846, Mrs. 

Emerson sold the Scotts to her brother, John Sandford, who lived in New 

York. Since the case now concerned parties from different states, the Scotts 

were allowed to bring their case before the Supreme Court.  

When the decision was read in March 1857, Chief Justice Roger B. Taney 

handed down the majority position. The decision effectively and legally 

labeled the Scotts non-citizens that lacked the right to appear before the 

Court.  

1. Compare and contrast the Supreme Court’s decision on the Dred 

Scott case with the Supreme Court’s decision on a modern case 

(Shelby v. Holder) to evaluate how access to democratic rights 

and freedoms has changed over time. Make a claim and back up 

your claim with evidence from the text. 
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Shelby v. Holder (2013) 
The Supreme Court ruled 5-4 that Section 4 of the Voting Rights Act 
of 1965 was unconstitutional. Section 4 lays out the formulas for how 
the Justice Department enforces Section 5 of the Voting Rights Act. 
Section 5 requires that the states identified with a history of 
discrimination obtain approval from the federal government before 
they can make changes to their election law. Section 4 formulas as of 
2013 mandated that "Alabama, Alaska, Arizona, Georgia, Louisiana, 
Mississippi, South Carolina, Texas, and Virginia in their entirety; and 
parts of California, Florida, Michigan, New York, North Carolina, and 
South Dakota" ask for preclearance for electoral law 
changes. After Shelby County v. Holder, these states are free to 
make changes to election law or district maps without approval from 
the Justice Department. Without Section 4, the Justice Department 
has fewer legal resources for challenging election laws it finds 
discriminatory. 
 
The Supreme Court found Section 4 unconstitutional because of the 
age of the coverage formulas. The Supreme Court's 
opinion notes: "voting discrimination still exists; no one doubts that. 
The question is whether the Act’s extraordinary measures, including 
its disparate treatment of the States, continue to satisfy constitutional 
requirements. As we put it a short time ago, 'the Act imposes current 
burdens and must be justified by current needs.'” In other words, the 
Supreme Court is telling Congress, "if you want to keep Section 5, 
you better make new rules." 
 
Within two years, many of the Southern states listed above, whose 
legislatures were controlled by the Republican Party, had enacted 
voting law changes that specifically disenfranchised African-American 
and Hispanic voters in those states. 
 
How did these states disenfranchise African-American and Hispanic 
voters? See the list that follows. 
  

http://www.supremecourt.gov/opinions/12pdf/12-96_6k47.pdf
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1. Gerrymandering: Redrawing district lines to benefit your 
political party. 

2. Early Voting period reduced: More African-Americans 
participate in early voting than any other racial group of 
voters. 

3. You must vote in your own precinct: More African-
Americans vote outside their precinct than whites. 

4. Eliminated registration and voting on the same day: More 
African-Americans and Hispanics use same-day 
registration/voting than whites. 
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5th cause: Lincoln’s election as U.S. 

president in 1860  
 

 Abraham Lincoln: 
o Argued against laws dividing the United States into 

free and slave states. 
o Gave a speech in 1859 in New York City 

denouncing slavery. 
o Became leader of the Republican party, which back 

then supported abolition, unlike today’s Republican 
party. 

o When Lincoln won the presidential election of 
November 6, 1860, he carried almost all the 
Northern states, but did not win a single Southern 
state. 

o Lincoln declared, “A house divided against itself 
cannot stand. I believe this government cannot 
last forever, half slave and half free. I do not 
expect the house to fall-but I do expect it will 
cease to be divided.” 

 

1. Why was Lincoln’s election a cause for the start of the Civil 
War? 

 
2. How does the Republican party of the 1860s compare with 

today’s Republican party? 
 
3. What do you think Lincoln was trying to say in his 

declaration? 
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DIRECTIONS 
Read the following excerpts from the Emancipation 
Proclamation of 1862 and the Gettysburg Address of 1863 
and, in a graphic organizer, compare and contrast the two 
speeches. Make a claim, supported by adequate 
evidence, as to which speech is the more powerful and 
effective speech.   

Emancipation Proclamation (1862) 
 [1] Whereas, on the twenty-second day of September, in the year of 
our Lord one thousand eight hundred and sixty-two, a proclamation 
was issued by the President of the United States, containing, among 
other things, the following, to wit: 

[2] "That on the first day of January, in the year of our Lord one 
thousand eight hundred and sixty-three, all persons held as slaves 
within any State or designated part of a State, the people whereof 
shall then be in rebellion against the United States, shall be then, 
thenceforward, and forever free; and the Executive Government of 
the United States, including the military and naval authority thereof, 
will recognize and maintain the freedom of such persons, and will do 
no act or acts to repress such persons, or any of them, in any efforts 
they may make for their actual freedom. 

[3] Now, therefore I, Abraham Lincoln, President of the United States, 
by virtue of the power in me vested as Commander-in-Chief, of the 
Army and Navy of the United States in time of actual armed rebellion 
against the authority and government of the United States, and as a 
fit and necessary war measure for suppressing said rebellion, do, on 
this first day of January, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight 
hundred and sixty-three, and in accordance with my purpose so to do 
publicly proclaimed for the full period of one hundred days, from the 
day first above mentioned, order and designate as the States and 
parts of States wherein the people thereof respectively, are this day in 
rebellion against the United States … 

[4] And by virtue of the power, and for the purpose aforesaid, I do 
order and declare that all persons held as slaves within said 
designated States, and parts of States, are, and henceforward shall 
be free; and that the Executive government of the United States, 



Unit 3: The Civil War 

 

 - 26 - 

 

including the military and naval authorities thereof, will recognize and 
maintain the freedom of said persons. 

[5] And I hereby enjoin upon the people so declared to be free to 
abstain from all violence, unless in necessary self-defence; and I 
recommend to them that, in all cases when allowed, they labor 
faithfully for reasonable wages. 

[6] And I further declare and make known, that such persons of 
suitable condition, will be received into the armed service of the 
United States to garrison forts, positions, stations, and other places, 
and to man vessels of all sorts in said service. 

[7] And upon this act, sincerely believed to be an act of justice, 
warranted by the Constitution, upon military necessity, I invoke the 
considerate judgment of mankind, and the gracious favor of Almighty 
God. 

“[A]ll persons held as slaves within any State or 
designated part of a State, the people whereof shall then 
be in rebellion against the United States, shall be then, 
thenceforward, and forever free.” 
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Gettysburg Address (1863) 
 [1] Fourscore and seven years ago our fathers brought forth on this 
continent, a new nation, conceived in Liberty, and dedicated to the 
proposition that all men are created equal. 

[2] Now we are engaged in a great civil war, testing whether that 
nation, or any nation so conceived and so dedicated, can long 
endure. We are met on a great battle-field of that war. We have come 
to dedicate a portion of that field, as a final resting place for those 
who here gave their lives that that nation might live. It is altogether 
fitting and proper that we should do this. 

[3] But, in a larger sense, we can not dedicate-we can not 
consecrate-we can not hallow-this ground. The brave men, living and 
dead, who struggled here, have consecrated it, far above our poor 
power to add or detract. The world will little note, nor long remember 
what we say here, but it can never forget what they did here. It is for 
us the living, rather, to be dedicated here to the unfinished work 
which they who fought here have thus far so nobly advanced. It is 
rather for us to be here dedicated to the great task remaining before 
us-that from these honored dead we take increased devotion to that 
cause for which they gave the last full measure of devotion-that we 
here highly resolve that these dead shall not have died in vain-that 
this nation, under God, shall have a new birth of freedom-and that 
government of the people, by the people, for the people shall not 
perish from the earth. 

 

“All men are created equal.” 
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DIRECTIONS 
Read the following information about the consequences of 
Lincoln’s assassination. Make an inference as to Booth’s 
goal(s) in assassinating Lincoln, and then make a claim 
regarding the efficacy of that attack. Support both claims 
using adequate evidence. 

Aftermath of Lincoln’s Assassination 
Soon after General Robert E. Lee's 9 April 1865 surrender at the 
Wilmer McLean home in the Virginia village of Appomattox Court 
House, the President and Mrs. Lincoln went to Ford's Theater with 
friends. It was April 14th. They were going to attend a performance of 
the English play, "My American Cousin." 

Earlier in the day, according to William H. Crook, the President's 
bodyguard, Lincoln confided his thoughts about assassination. He 
was haunted by a dream he had had three days earlier. But his words 
to Crook are eerie: 

Crook, do you know I believe there are men who want to 
take my life? And I have no doubt they will do it...I know 
no one could do it and escape alive. But if it is to be done, 
it is impossible to prevent it. 

The President and First Lady arrived at Ford's Theater after the 
performance was started. They were accompanied by 28-year-old 
Major Henry R. Rathbone and his fiancé Clara Harris. The 
performance had already begun as the President took his seat in a 
red rocking chair in the presidential box. 

At around 10 P.M., John Wilkes Booth - an actor with Southern 
sympathies - entered the presidential box with his derringer. Crook, 
the President's chief bodyguard, was off-duty. In his place, John F. 
Parker was responsible for the President's safety. 

Accounts vary on Parker's whereabouts at the precise moment Booth 
entered the box. Some say the President permitted him to take a 
better seat, thereby leaving Lincoln unguarded. Others say he was in 
a tavern across the street and wasn't seen again until around 6 a.m. 
the next morning. 
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With no one around to stop him, Booth pulled out his pistol and fired 
one shot into the President's head. The bullet entered through his left 
ear and lodged behind his right eye. 

As the President slumped forward, Major Rathbone struggled with 
Booth who, using his knife, slashed Rathbone's arm. Booth jumped 
from the box but the spur of his boot caught a flag. Falling to the floor, 
he fractured his leg. 

Undaunted, Booth fled the theater through the back door and 
escaped on horseback.  He crossed the bridge over the "East 
Branch" of the river as he fled to Anacostia. 

The President, meanwhile, was carried across the street to 
Petersen's Boarding House. He was diagonally placed on a bed 
which was too small for his 6'4" frame. His wound was mortal. 
Shocked, his closest advisors gathered round him. Mary Lincoln was 
hysterical and, for the most part, was not with the President as he lay 
dying. 
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At 7:22 a.m. the next morning, President Abraham Lincoln died of his 
wound. Colonel George G. Rutherford placed silver half-dollars on 
both of the President's eyes immediately after his death. Lincoln had 
never regained consciousness. In his pockets were reading glasses 
and other personal items. 

To allow people around the country to actively participate in funeral 
services, officials arranged for a funeral train to transport the 
President's body to several different cities before he was laid to rest in 

Springfield, Illinois. In New York someone took a picture of the 
President in his open coffin. (It is one of only two known pictures of 
the President in his coffin.) In Chicago, more than 125,000 people 
viewed his body. 

With a price on his head, John Wilkes Booth was captured and shot 
while hiding in a barn near Bowling Green, Virginia. He died the same 
day - April 26, 1865 - which was also the day that Confederate 
General Johnston surrendered to Union General Sherman. 
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Conspiracy charges were brought against several people; four were 
convicted and sentenced to death. Mary Surratt, whose guilt has long 
been questioned, was publicly hanged with three others on July 7, 
1865 at the old Penitentiary. Today Ft. McNair has been built over the 
place of that execution. 
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The Civil War, with all its horror, continues to haunt and fascinate 
Americans. The first President to be assassinated, Lincoln - for many 
individuals - remains the most popular Chief Executive ever elected to 
serve in that capacity.  

At the time, however, the plea of his second inaugural - to "bind up 
the nation's wounds" with "malice toward none" - was often ignored 
as the North began its harsh Reconstruction of the South.  Without 
Lincoln helming the executive branch, some members of Congress 
wanted to exact a heavy price for the "war of rebellion." 

Integration of former slaves into American life also proceeded much 
slower than Lincoln would have approved.  Even as Congress gave 
new constitutional rights to African-Americans, soon after the 
President's death, those rights were quickly eroded (or taken away) 
by subsequent lawmakers and/or state voters.  

For example ... Republican Senator Hiram Rhodes Revels - a 
freedman from Mississippi who was appointed to serve as the first 
African-American in Congress - lost his seat when it came time for the 
people to vote.  

The aftermath of the war, in other words, did not proceed as 
President Lincoln had so eloquently urged. 
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6th cause: Fort Sumter, South Carolina 
 The Southern states warned that they would secede from the 

United States if Lincoln was elected president. After Lincoln’s 
election, South Carolina became the first southern state to 
secede on December 20, 1860 and North Carolina was the last to 
secede on May 20, 1861. 

 Lincoln decided to send soldiers to South Carolina. South 
Carolina responded by firing on these soldiers at Fort Sumter. 
The Civil War had begun. 

 

1. In your opinion, did Lincoln make the right decision? Why? 
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Part II: The Civil War 

Strengths and Weaknesses of the 

North and the South 
DIRECTIONS: Read the table below and then answer the questions 
that follow. 

 
  

 Strengths Weaknesses 

North  1) More people 
2) More factories 
3) More railroads 
4) Larger, better 
navy 
5) Stronger 
government 

1) Poor military 
leadership 
2) Less “fighting spirit” 

South 1) Excellent military 
leadership 
2) Protecting their 
homes (more 
“fighting spirit” 

1) Less people 
2) Less factories 
3) Lack of supplies 
(food, guns, etc.) 
4) Less railroads 
5) Smaller navy 
6) Weaker 
government 
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1. Which strength do you think is the most significant for each 
side? Explain why. 

 
North:         
     
South:         
 
 
        
2. Which weakness do you think is the most significant for 

each side? Explain why. 
 
North: 
 
South: 
 
3. Looking at all the strengths and weaknesses, what do you 

think the North thought about the South’s chances of 
winning the war AND how long it would take to end it? 

 
4. What would the North have to do to overcome its 

weaknesses? 
 
5. What would the South have to do to overcome its 

weaknesses? 
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Union General Winfield Scott (We saw him before in the 
Mexican War) had a plan to win the war against the South. 

 

1. Examine the picture below. Describe what you think Scott’s 
plan was.  

 
2. Why use a snake to represent Scott’s plan? 
 
3. In your Social Studies notebook, draw your own unique 

image to represent Scott’s plan and staple it to this 
sheet. 
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Emancipation Proclamation of 1862 
 On September 22, 1862, Lincoln announced that he 

would issue a formal emancipation of all slaves in any 
state of the Confederate States of America that did not 
return to Union control by January 1, 1863 

 An executive (presidential) order issued on January 1, 
1863. 

 Freed 3.1 million of 4 million slaves in the nation. 

 It only freed slaves in the Confederacy, it did NOT free 
slaves in the Union. 

 

1. Why do you think Lincoln only freed slaves in the Confederacy? 
 
2. What would you have done if you had been in Lincoln’s place? 

Why? 
 
3. Read the letter written by Lincoln below. Why did Lincoln argue 

that the Civil War was not about slavery, but about saving the 
Union (United States)? 

 
4. Use context clues in the letter that follows to figure out the 

meaning of the word, forbear, and then tell me what you believe it 
means. 
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The Technology of the Civil War 
The Civil War was considered the first modern war. Many new forms 
of technology were seen, including: 

1. Rifles: These guns had the inside of their barrels rifled 

(grooved), so that it would put a spin on the bullet. 

2. Ironclads: Ships made entirely of metal. 

 

3. Mines: An underwater bomb that would explode when a 

ship bumped into it. 

4. Submarines: Ships that could travel underwater. They did 

not have any way of seeing where they were going unless the 
ship went up to the surface of the water. 

 
1. Why would you want to put a spin on a bullet? (think of throwing a 

football)? 
2. What advantage would there be to an ironclad compared to a 

wooden sailing ship? What disadvantage would there be? 
3. What advantage would there be to a mine? What disadvantage? 
4. Look at the picture on the next page of a submarine and tell me 

its greatest advantage AND its greatest disadvantage. 



Unit 3: The Civil War 

 

 - 40 - 

 

 

5. Gatling Gun: A machine gun, only portable via the back of 

a horse-drawn wagon. 
 

1. How would this invention have changed the way soldiers 
fought? (Soldiers used to fight by clumping up into lines)  

2. Imagine you were a time traveler and could bring back one 
piece of technology to help either the North or South. What 
would that technology be, and how would it change the Civil 
War? Briefly sketch it out in your notebook. 
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Important Battles of the Civil War 

Battles in the East 
Gettysburg 

 The South, in the beginning, won many battles in the east, 
mainly due to the superior leadership of generals as Robert 
E. Lee. 

 Battle of Gettysburg 
 The only major battle in the Civil War fought in the 

North. 

 The North had 93,000 soldiers. 

 The South had 71,000 soldiers. 

 The North won, and the South was forced to retreat. 

 The Southern general was Robert E. Lee. 

 The Northern general was George Meade. 

 The battle lasted from July 1, 1863 to July 3, 1863, a 
total of 3 days of fighting. 

 It was the bloodiest battle of the war, with about 
23,000 dead on each side. 

 

1. The British were looking on with great interest as the United 
States (North) and Confederate States (South) fought. What do 
you think the British would have done if the South had won the 
Battle of Gettysburg? Why?     
   

2. How would the British coming in to fight during the Civil War have 
changed the outcome?     
        
  

3. With a total of 46,000 dead in the Battle of Gettysburg, it was a 
massive loss of life. To truly understand how significant the 
number of dead killed that day, let’s compare it to our day-to-day 
lives. 

a. If 46,000 people died in a year, about how many people would die 
every day? 

b. If 4,600 soldiers died in the 9 years of American fighting in Iraq, 
how many times larger is the number of deaths in just the one 
battle of Gettysburg? 
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c. If there are 1,200 students at Carrington, how many schools’ 
worth of students died at Gettysburg? 

d. If it took you 10 seconds to say the name of each soldier that died 
at the Battle of Gettysburg, how long would it take you to say the 
name of every soldier that died at the battle?  



Unit 3: The Civil War 

 

 - 43 - 

 

Sherman’s March to the Sea. 
 Ulysses S. Grant was the general in charge of all the North’s 

armies, and he ordered General William T. Sherman on his 
march to the sea from Atlanta to the Atlantic Ocean from 
November 15, 1864 to December 21, 1864. 

 
 
 

1. Examine the picture above (that is depicting Total War), describe 
what you see AND what you think is going on.  
        
         

2. Do you agree with Total War? Why?     
3. Do we fight Total Wars today? Why?    
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Battles in the West 
1. The North won most of the battles in the west, mainly due to 

poor leadership among their Southern opponents, such as 
General Braxton Bragg of North Carolina, who was regarded 
as a terrible general by everyone, even his own soldiers. 

Civil War Leaders 
Directions: Use the previous pages in your Civil War 
booklet and your prior knowledge to briefly describe each 
of the important people below. Make a claim as to which 
leader below was the most effective and back up that 
claim with evidence. 

1. Abraham Lincoln:        
2. Winfield Scott:       
3. Robert E. Lee:       
4. Ulysses S. Grant:       
5. Joseph E. Johnston:      
6. William T. Sherman:      
7. Frederick Douglass:       
8. Braxton Bragg:       
9. Jefferson Davis: The president of the Confederate States of 

America (The South) 
10. Harriet Tubman: Known as “Moses”, helped with the 

Underground Railroad 
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North Carolina in the Civil War 
North Carolina joined the Confederacy on May 20, 1861. It was the 
second-to-last state to leave the Union.  While seven states from the 
Deep South seceded as a direct result of Abraham Lincoln’s election 
to the presidency, North Carolina joined Virginia, Tennessee, and 
Arkansas in initially choosing to remain within the Union. After 
Confederate forces in Charleston, South Carolina fired on the Federal 
garrison at Fort Sumter in April 1861, however, the state’s position 
changed dramatically. When Lincoln called for 75,000 volunteer 
soldiers to crush the rebellion of the southern states that had 
seceded, North Carolina opted to become one of the eleven states of 
the Confederacy rather than fight against its neighboring states. 
 
Though the state had officially joined the Confederacy, North 
Carolinians remained divided over whether to support the Union or 
Confederate war efforts throughout the Civil War.  A large proportion 
of the state’s white population supported the Confederacy; of the 
approximately 150,000 white men in North Carolina between the ages 
of 15 and 49 when the Civil War began, almost 125,000 (or more than 
80 percent) served in the Confederate Army at some point during the 
war. Over the course of the war, 24,000 of these men deserted their 
military units. While many of North Carolina’s Confederate soldiers 
volunteered for service because of a personal commitment to the 
Confederate cause, others joined the army under threat of 
imprisonment or death if they refused. Whether they volunteered or 
were conscripted, North Carolina’s Confederate troops suffered 
heavily during the Civil War: between 33,000 and 35,000 died in 
battle, of wounds, or of disease between 1861 and 1865. 
 
From the beginning of the Civil War, several thousand North 
Carolinians, especially those living in the state’s tidewater and 
mountain regions, remained loyal to the United States and resisted 
the Confederacy’s control over the state.  At least 10,000 white and 
an additional 5,000 black North Carolinians joined Union army units 
and fought against the Confederacy.  Thousands more North 
Carolinians refused to be conscripted into Confederate military 
service or to support the state’s war effort by paying taxes or 
contributing material.  In 1864, William Woods Holden sought election 
to governor on a peace platform, which proposed that North Carolina 
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abandon the Confederacy and negotiate terms to end the state’s 
participation in the war. 
 
Due to its geographic location away from major rivers and other 
strategic objectives, North Carolina saw relatively few significant 
military campaigns during the Civil War.  The port city of Wilmington 
emerged as an important center for Confederate commerce with 
Europe, with ships seeking to run the Union blockade often based 
their operations in that city. North Carolina found itself on the front 
lines of major military campaigns.  In the spring of 1865, the state 
witnessed the largest battle to take place within its borders, as 
Confederate General Joseph E. Johnston attacked Union forces 
under the command of Major General William T. Sherman at 
Bentonville on March 19, 1865.  The disbandment of the 
Confederacy’s last major field army, the Army of Tennessee, took 
place when Johnston surrendered to Sherman at Durham Station on 
April 26, 1865. 
 
In Robert E. Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia, North Carolina troops 
earned a reputation as determined, steady soldiers, but at a very high 
cost.  North Carolina regiments also participated in campaigns in the 
war’s western theater. At many major battles, including 
Chancellorsville and Gettysburg, North Carolina lost more soldiers 
than any other Confederate state. 
 
The Civil War changed forever the situation of North Carolina’s more 
than 360,000 African-Americans.  At the war’s outbreak, more than 
330,000 of the state’s African-Americans were enslaved.  As Union 
armies entered the state’s coastal regions, many slaves fled their 
plantations to seek the protection of Federal troops.  Once within 
Union lines, they built fortifications and served as domestic laborers, 
and more than 5,000 African-American men joined Union Army 
regiments.  Many former slaves took the opportunity to leave North 
Carolina for the North, emigrating to places such as Worcester, 
Massachusetts during the war years.   



Unit 3: The Civil War 

 

 - 47 - 

 

 
Under the terms of Abraham Lincoln’s Emancipation Proclamation, 
any slave in Confederate-held territory in North Carolina was granted 
his or her freedom on January 1, 1863.  In reality, most of North 
Carolina’s slave population remained behind Confederate lines and 
could not receive their freedom until the end of the Civil War.  The 
ratification of the Thirteenth Amendment in December 1865 
permanently ended slavery in North Carolina and the rest of the 
United States. 

1. Was North Carolina loyal to the Union or the Confederacy? Why? 
2. How significant was North Carolina as the site of major Civil War 

battles? Why was North Carolina significant or insignificant? 
3. Examine the Slave Population in North Carolina map above. 

Given the data shown in the map, how do you account for the 
differing levels of support for the Union and Confederacy in the 
state of North Carolina? 
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The end of the Civil War 
 General Robert E. Lee of the South surrendered to General 

Ulysses S. Grant of the North at the McLean house in the 
village of Appomattox Court House, Virginia on April 9, 1865. 

 

1. You’ve just been fighting a FOUR year long war with the 
South. What would you do to the South if you were the 
president of the North? Why?    
       
        

2. Narrative Essay: Write an essay imagining what it might be 
like to be a returning soldier from either the North or the 
South. What experiences did you have during the Civil War? 
How do you feel about how the war ended? What might you 
find when you return home?  

o Format: 1st person perspective 
o Length: 100 or more words 
o Illustration: Include at least one appropriate picture indicative 

of your essay (if you described the battle of Gettysburg, 
Pennsylvania, include a picture showing the battle). 


