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8th grade Social Studies 

Unit 2 

Topic Topic Focus 
# of 

days 
Standards 

1 

NC in the New Nation, 

Jacksonian Democracy, and the 

War of 1812 

5 8.E.1.1 

2 

Manifest Destiny, Great Plains, 

Northwest, and Southwest 

Expansion 

6 
8.H.3.1, 

8.H.3.2 

3 
American Indian/Cherokee 

Removal 
3 

8.H.3.1, 

8.G.1.1 

4 
Texas and the Mexican 

American War 
4 

8.H.3.1, 

8.G.1.1 

5 Growing Sectionalism 5 8.H.2.1 

6 Review and assessment 2 All 
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Vocabulary 
Directions:  

 As you read this booklet, add unfamiliar vocabulary to this list. 
1. Democracy: A form of government where the general populace 

elects its leaders. 

2. Claim: 

3. Gratuity: 

4. Jacksonian Democracy: A style of democracy that promoted the 

strength of the presidency and executive branch at the expense of 

Congress, while also seeking to broaden the public's participation 

in government. The Jacksonians demanded elected (not 

appointed) judges and rewrote many state constitutions to reflect 

the new values. In national terms they favored geographical 

expansion, justifying it in terms of Manifest Destiny. 

5. Manifest Destiny:   

 

6. Sectionalism:  

  

7. Subsistence:  

  

8.   

  

9.   

  

10.   

  

11.   
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North Carolina in the New Nation 
 
Directions:  

 Read the information below and analyze it using the five parts 
of historical thinking (see the Historical Thinking and 
Founding of America booklet for more details or 
http://teachinghistory.org/historical-thinking-intro): 

 
1. Multiple Accounts & Perspectives 
2. Analysis of Primary Sources 
3. Sourcing 
4. Context 
5. Claim-Evidence Connection 

 

During the early 1800s, North Carolina acquired a nickname: “the Rip 
Van Winkle State.”   It was named so because more than few 
considered the state’s economy to be asleep while neighboring 
states were bustling with production and trade.  In modern politics, 
the term is used when policy makers oppose or promote certain 
plans: they want to improve the state’s economy, not take it 
backward, the argument goes, into its former Rip Van Winkle state. 
 
Nathaniel Macon’s political reputation and voting record contributed 
to the state’s nickname.  The Tar Heel statesman voted against much 
economic legislation that increased the national government’s 
power and influence in the economy.  He believed, for instance, that 
state-government-funded roads were constitutional but federal-
funded roads were unconstitutional.  As a result, North Carolina 
accepted only a slim percentage of federal transportation funds 
during the early 1800s.   
 
Others believed that such political views stunted the state’s 
economic progress and contributed to its nickname.  Some even 

http://teachinghistory.org/historical-thinking-intro


New Republic and Westward Expansion 

 

Page 5 

suggest that a lingering Maconite1 suspicion of government is what 
prevents some North Carolinians from considering all the benefits 
that government can bestow upon the state. 
 
There have been conflicting interpretations regarding this nickname. 
Historian William Powell claims that not much “was going on 
anywhere” in North Carolina during the early to mid-1800s and that 
people were satisfied with their backward state of affairs.  He also 
writes that it never occurred to them that the “government might 
take steps to improve their lot in life.” 
 
Historian Milton Ready, however, argues that outsiders have always 
used this term; they misunderstood the North Carolinian mindset 
and the state’s incremental economic growth.  North Carolina “never 
lay dormant,” he writes.  It was a region that grew without adhering 
to models offered by developmental economists.  Although it lacked 
a cotton, rice, and tobacco elite that existed in South Carolina and 
Virginia, the Old North State’s incremental economic growth, argues 
Ready, is now the envy of other Southern states.    

                                                           
1
 Someone who follows the views of Nathaniel Macon, a NC politician that 

was known for his cheapness, and the view that the government should 

govern and spend as little as possible, and when it does spend, only for 

matters relating to the public, not private matters. 
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Jacksonian Democracy 
DIRECTIONS: The Indian Removal Act was a law signed by American 

President Andrew Jackson that said the following eight things. For 

the moment, skip this Act. After reading the information on Chief 

John Ross’ Letter in this booklet, revisit this section and answer the 

following questions. 

1. How is this Act a good representation of Jacksonian 

Democracy? 

2. How do you think President Jackson justified the removal of 

multiple Indian tribes? 

1st. For an addition to the country already assigned to you west of 

the Mississippi, and for the conveyance of the whole of it, by patent, 

in fee simple2. And also for the security of the necessary political 

rights, and for preventing white persons from trespassing upon you. 

2nd. For the payment of the full value to each individual, of his 

possession in Georgia, Alabama, North Carolina and Tennessee. 

3rd. For the removal, at the expense of the United States, of your 

whole people; for their subsistence3 for a year after their arrival in 

their new country, and for a gratuity4 of one hundred and fifty 

dollars to each person. 

4th. For the usual supply of rifles, blankets, and kettles. 

5th. For the investment of the sum of four hundred thousand dollars, 

in order to secure a permanent annuity5. 

                                                           
2
 Fee simple means you have the land forever. 

3
 Food and drink. 

4
 Gift. 

5
 A fixed payment to be received once a year. 
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6th. For adequate provision6 for schools, agricultural instruments, 

domestic animals, missionary establishments, the support of 

orphans, &c. 

7th. For the payment of claims. 

8th. For granting pensions7 to such of your people as have been 

disabled in the service of the United States.  

 

  

                                                           
6
 Support with money. 

7
 Money paid to former soldiers. 
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The War of 1812 

At the beginning of the 19th century, the United States was a 

developing nation. Although twenty years had passed since the end 

of the American Revolutionary War, the country had not yet 

achieved economic independence. The French Empire, ruled by 

Napoleon Bonaparte, controlled most of mainland Europe. Great 

Britain was among the few nations free from French domination. 

With trade suspended between the warring countries, neutral8 

America had a commercial advantage: her merchants could supply 

both sides. 

Closely entwined with the questions about the rights of neutrals to 

trade with European belligerents, the British practice of impressing9 

American merchant sailors stands as one of the central grievances10 

leading up to the War of 1812. By 1811, the British Royal Navy had 

impressed at least 6,000 sailors who claimed to be citizens of the 

United States. In addition to impressments, Americans were 

dismayed11 by British agitation of the native population on the 

western frontier. Congress declared war on June 18, 1812. 

Constitution (“Old Ironsides”) and the War 

USS12 Constitution, an American warship, fought and won three 

major engagements during the war. Her most famous battle was 

                                                           
8
 Not part of any side in a fight/war. 

9
 Kidnapping. 

10
 Complaints. 

11
 Shocked. 

12
 United States Ship. 
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against HMS13 Guerriere, a British warship. Two months after the 

declaration of war, Constitution, commanded by Captain Isaac Hull, 

sailed from Boston to harass British shipping near Halifax. On August 

19, 1812, Constitution approached Guerriere, holding her fire until 

she was along side, then fired a devastating broadside14. After a few 

short minutes, Guerriere’s masts were shot away and plunged into 

the sea. It was during this battle, a sailor saw a British shot bounce 

off Constitution's hull and cried, "Huzza! Her sides are made of iron!" 

Thus her famous nickname was born. 

Other Major Moments of the War 

 The White House and Capitol were burned to the ground 
during the invasion of Washington, D.C. First Lady Dolley 
Madison gained fame for saving a portrait of George 
Washington before flames engulfed the president’s home. 

 In 1814, Francis Scott Key wrote “The Star Spangled Banner”, 
our national anthem, while watching the British 
bombardment of Fort McHenry in Baltimore Harbor. 

 General Andrew Jackson gained a reputation as the “Indian 
Killer”, for his many successful fights against the Natives 
attacking America. 

The End of the War 

The War of 1812 ended in a stalemate. The treaty of Ghent signed on 

December 24, 1814 returned all territorial conquests made by the 

two sides. It did not address the issue of impressment, one of the 

major causes of the war. Ironically, the last battle of the War of 1812 

                                                           
13

 His/Her Majesty’s Ship. 
14

 When a warship fired all of its guns on one side. 
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was won by General Andrew Jackson in New Orleans, where he 

crushed a large British army, after the treaty had already been 

signed. 

However with the downfall of Napoleon and peace in Europe, the 

Royal Navy no longer needed so many sailors. Despite the 

inconclusive15 ending, later-day Americans often regarded the post 

war period as prosperous. With the coming of peace came decades 

of stability, improved diplomatic relations and economic growth, the 

so-called “Era of Good Feelings.”  

A sense of self-confidence pervaded the nation, and it inspired the 

western expansionism that characterized the rest of the nineteenth 

century. The War of 1812 allowed the new nation to break free of its 

colonial past, and told the nations of Europe that a new player had 

emerged on the world stage. As British diplomat Augustus J. Foster 

acknowledged at war’s end, “The Americans . . . have brought us to 

speak of them with respect.” 

DIRECTIONS: Answer ALL the questions below based on your reading 

above. 

1. What caused the War of 1812?  
2. Where (as in what conflicts) have we seen these causes 

before? 
3. What motivation would Native Americans have for their 

actions during the War of 1812? 
4. What is impressment? Who was committing impressment? 

Why were they committing impressment? 

                                                           
15

 A result that did not have a clear winner or loser. 
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5. Where did the nickname “Old Ironsides” come from? What 
other nicknames we’ve studied can you think of? What is the 
purpose of giving something or someone a nickname? 

6. How was the national anthem created? Where and when do 
we often hear the anthem being played? 

7. Given what you know of the technology of ship travel back 
then, why do you think the last battle of the war was fought 
AFTER the war had already technically ended? How does 
their communication technology compare to ours today? 

8. What was one result of the end of the war? Was it a good or 
bad result? Why? 
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Manifest Destiny 
 

DIRECTIONS: Read the information below. 

In the United States in the 19th century, Manifest Destiny was 

the widely held belief that American settlers were destined to 

expand across the continent. 

Historians have for the most part agreed that there are 3 

basic themes to Manifest Destiny. 

 

1. The special virtues of the American people and their 

institutions; 
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2. America's mission to redeem16 and remake the world in 

the image of America; 

3. A divine destiny under God's direction to accomplish this 

wonderful task 

DIRECTIONS: Answer the questions below based on your reading 

above. 

1. What continent are they referring to above? 
2. Rewrite each of the 3 themes of manifest destiny into 

everyday language below: 

Theme 1:  

 

Theme 2:  

 

Theme 3:  

 

                                                           
16

 Turn something bad into something good. 
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Lewis and Clark Expedition 
DIRECTIONS: Examine the map below and read the information that 

follows. 

 

Timeline of Louisiana Territory control: 

Time Controlled by 
Before the French and Indian War Native Americans 

French and Indian War (1754-1763)  Native Americans and French 

After the French and Indian War Spanish 

Revolutionary War (1776-1783) Spanish 

1800 French (the Spanish sold it back 

to the French) 

1803 Americans (the French sold it to 

the Americans) 
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The Journey of Lewis and Clark 

There were 33 people on the expedition, which followed the 

Missouri river. On August 20, 1804, Sergeant Charles Floyd died, 

apparently from acute appendicitis. He was buried at Floyd’s Bluff, in 

what is now Sioux City, Iowa. During the final week of August, Lewis 

and Clark reached the edge of the Great Plains, a place abounding 

with numerous wildlife, such as elk, deer, bison, and beavers. 

One of the expedition horses disappeared, and they believed 

the Sioux tribe of Native Americans were responsible. Afterward, the 

two sides met and there was a disagreement, and the Sioux asked 

the men to stay or to give more gifts instead before being allowed to 

pass through their territory. They came close to fighting several 

times, and both sides finally backed down and the expedition 

continued on. Clark wrote they were "warlike" and were the "vilest 

miscreants of the savage race."  

In the winter of 1804–05, the party built Fort Mandan, near 

present-day Washburn, North Dakota. One Mandan chief asked 

Lewis and Clark to provide a boat for passage through their national 

territory. As tensions increased, Lewis and Clark prepared to fight, 

but the two sides fell back in the end. The Americans quickly 

continued westward (upriver), and camped for the winter in the 

Mandan nation's territory. Here they met a French-Canadian fur 

trapper named Toussaint Charbonneau, and his young Shoshone 

wife Sacagawea, who helped translate. 

They followed the Missouri river to its headwaters, and over 

the Continental Divide at Lemhi Pass. In canoes, they descended the 

mountains. Lewis used William Robert Broughton's 1792 notes and 

maps to find the stratovolcano mountain for navigation. The 
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expedition faced its second bitter winter, and voted on whether to 

camp on the south side of the Columbia river, building Fort Clatsop. 

Because Sacagawea and Clark's slave York were both allowed to 

participate in the vote, it may have been the first time in American 

history where a woman and a slave were allowed to vote. The 

Expedition turned home on March 23, 1806, using canoes, and later 

by land. 

On July 3, after crossing the Continental Divide, the 

Expedition split into two teams so Lewis could explore the Marias 

River. Lewis' group of four met some men from the Blackfeet nation, 

a powerful tribe of Native Americans. During the night, the Blackfeet 

tried to steal their weapons. In the struggle, the soldiers killed two 

Blackfeet men. Lewis and his men fled over 100 miles (160 km) in a 

day before they camped again. 

Meanwhile, Clark had entered the Crow tribe's territory. In 

the night, half of Clark's horses disappeared, but not a single Crow 

had been seen. Lewis and Clark stayed separated until they reached 

the Yellowstone and Missouri Rivers on August 11, along with 

Clark's. While reuniting, one of Clark's hunters, Pierre Cruzatte, 

mistook Lewis for an elk and fired, injuring Lewis in the thigh. Once 

reunited, the expedition was able to return home quickly via the 

Missouri River. They reached St. Louis on September 23, 1806. The 

expedition met their objective of reaching the Pacific, mapping and 

establishing their presence for a legal claim to the land. They 
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established diplomatic relations and trade with at least two dozen 

indigenous nations. They did not find the Northwest Passage17. 

Directions: Using the information above, answer the questions 

below. 

1. Where did the expedition begin? 
2. How far did the expedition go? 
3. How long did the expedition take? 
4. What sorts of dangers and difficulties did they encounter 

along the way? 
5. Was Clark’s description of the Sioux accurate? Why? 
6. Why do you think the Americans would buy so much land? 
7. What was the purpose of the Lewis and Clark expedition? 
8. Would you have gone on the expedition, and explored the 

unknown? Why? 

  

                                                           
17

 A water passage through the Arctic Ocean north of Canada that would be a 

shortcut from the Atlantic Ocean to the Pacific Ocean. 
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Directions:  
 You will be writing journal entries for each of three events your 

expedition faces.  

 See the journal entry excerpts for an example of how to write 
your journal entry.  

 The entries below are written from the point of view of the 
American explorers of the Louisiana territory, of the three 
journal write at least one journal from the point of view of the 
Native Americans. 

Event 1) One of your expedition of 33 people has gotten sick. You 

have no medicine, no doctor, and you are 100 miles away from the 

nearest settlement. There are Native American tribes nearby, but 

you do not know if they are friendly or hostile. What do you do? 

Event 2) You have just built a fort in the middle of the Great Plains. A 

Native American chief of the Mandan tribe claims that you are on his 

land and that you must provide him with a boat otherwise things 

may get violent. You have also met a fur trapper named Toussaint 

Charbonneau, and his young Shoshone wife Sacagawea, who can 

speak multiple Native American languages as well as English and 

French. 

Event 3) You have arrived at the foot of the Rocky Mountains and it 

is now late fall. Several people in the expedition want to continue 

into the mountains before winter sets in and the mountains are 

completely covered in snow. The other people in your expedition 

want to create a fort at the base of the mountains and hunt and fish 

in the nearby land until spring. The problem is there is a Native 

American tribe nearby, the Crow, which is territorial and often 

hostile to outsiders. Already, one of the Crow has attempted to steal 

one of your expedition’s weapons. What do you do? 
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 Journal Entry excerpts 
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Determining the Facts on the Trail of Tears 

Reading 1: The Cherokee Nation in the 1820s  

Cherokee culture thrived for thousands of years in the southeastern 

United States before European contact. When the Europeans settlers 

arrived, the Indians they encountered, including the Cherokee, 

assisted them with food and supplies. The Cherokees taught the 

early settlers how to hunt, fish, and farm in their new environment. 

They introduced them to crops such as corn, squash, and potatoes; 

and taught them how to use herbal medicines for illnesses.  

By the 1820s, many Cherokees had adopted some of the cultural 

patterns of the white settlers as well. The settlers introduced new 

crops and farming techniques. Some Cherokee farms grew into small 
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plantations, worked by African slaves. Cherokees built gristmills, 

sawmills, and blacksmith shops. They encouraged missionaries to set 

up schools to educate their children in the English language. They 

used a syllabary (characters representing syllables) developed by 

Sequoyah (a Cherokee) to encourage literacy as well. In the midst of 

the many changes that followed contact with the Europeans, the 

Cherokee worked to retain their cultural identity operating "on a 

basis of harmony, consensus, and community with a distaste for 

hierarchy and individual power." 

Two leaders played central roles in the destiny of the Cherokee. Both 

had fought alongside Andrew Jackson in a war against a faction of 

the Creek Nation which became known as the Creek War (1813-

1814). Both had used what they learned from the whites to become 

slave holders and rich men. Both were descended from Anglo-

Americans who moved into Indian territory to trade and ended up 

marrying Indian women and having families. Both were fiercely 

committed to the welfare of the Cherokee people.  
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Major Ridge 

and John Ross 

shared a vision 

of a strong 

Cherokee 

Nation that 

could maintain 

its separate 

culture and still 

coexist with its 

white 

neighbors. In 

1825, they 

worked 

together to 

create a new 

national 

capitol for 

their tribe, at 

New Echota in 

Georgia. In 

1827, they 

proposed a written constitution, which was adopted by the 

Cherokee National Council, modeled on the constitution of the 

United States. Both men were powerful speakers and well able to 

articulate their opposition to the constant pressure from settlers and 

the federal government to relocate to the west. Ridge had first made 

a name for himself opposing a Cherokee proposal for removal in 

1807. In 1824 John Ross, on a delegation to Washington, D.C. wrote: 
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“We appeal to the magnanimity of the American Congress for 

justice, and the protection of the rights, liberties, and lives, of the 

Cherokee people. We claim it from the United States, by the 

strongest obligations, which imposes it upon them by treaties; and 

we expect it from them under that memorable declaration, "that all 

men are created equal." 

Not all tribal elders or tribal members approved of the ways in which 

many in the tribe had adopted white cultural practices and they 

sought refuge from white interference by moving into what is now 

northwestern Arkansas. In the 1820s, the numbers of Cherokees 

moving to Arkansas territory increased. Others spoke out on the 

dangers of Cherokee participation in Christian churches, and schools, 

and predicted an end to traditional practices. They believed that 

these accommodations to white culture would weaken the tribe's 

hold on the land. 

Even as Major Ridge and John Ross were planning for the future of 

New Echota and an educated, well-governed tribe, the state of 

Georgia increased its pressure on the federal government to release 

Cherokee lands for white settlement. Some settlers did not wait for 

approval. They simply moved in and began surveying and claiming 

territory for themselves. A popular song in Georgia at the time 

included this refrain:  

 

All I ask in this creation  

Is a pretty little wife and a big plantation 

Way up yonder in the Cherokee Nation. 
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Discussion Questions for Reading 1  

1. In what ways did the Cherokees adopt aspects of white culture? 

What did they do to protect Cherokee culture?  

2. What did Major Ridge and John Ross have in common? What were 

their plans for the Cherokee Nation? Do you think these changes 

would protect the tribe's land? Why or why not?  

3. Why did some Cherokees oppose these changes? If you were a 

Cherokee, which group do you think you would agree with? Why?  

4. Why do you think John Ross, who was only one-eighth Cherokee 

and who was raised and educated in the white community, might 

have identified so strongly with his Indian heritage?  

5. Read John Ross's letter to Congress carefully. What is its tone and 

what points does he make? Even though he was a slave holder, he 

appeals to the words of the Declaration of Independence. Do you 

think this strengthens his argument? Do you think it is an effective 

appeal? Why or why not?  
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Visual Evidence 

Photo 1: Major Ridge House. 

 

The Ridge House is located in Rome, Georgia, near New Echota, the 

Cherokee national capital. The two windows to the left of the front 

door were part of the earliest part of this house, a log cabin of two 

rooms separated by an open breezeway. By the time of the 

relocation, Major Ridge had enlarged the cabin into a fine house, 

with eight rooms, 30 glass windows, four brick fireplaces, and 

paneling in the parlor. The two one-story wings were added in the 

20th century. 

Discussion Questions for Photo 1  

1. This house was part of a 223-acre plantation farmed by about 30 

slaves. The property also included a ferry, a store, and a toll road, all 

http://www.nps.gov/NR/twhp/wwwlps/lessons/118trail/118images/118img1bh.jpg
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sources of considerable wealth. In what ways does the house 

demonstrate that Major Ridge was a rich man? Do you think that 

was the impression he intended to create?  

2. Can you see any features that might indicate that this house was 

built by a Cherokee? In what ways do you think the design of the 

house reflects Ridge's attitudes towards accommodation to white 

society?  
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Visual Evidence 

Photo 2: John Ross House. 

This log house is located in Rossville, Georgia, on the Georgia-

Tennessee border near Chattanooga. It consists of two rooms on 

each floor separated by a central breezeway, now enclosed, and was 

built in the 1790s by John Ross's grandfather. Ross lived here with his 

grandparents as a boy and the house later served as a headquarters 

for the enterprises that made him a rich man. The property also 

included a large farm, worked by slaves. Ross also owned a supply 

depot and warehouse at Ross's Landing (now in Chattanooga). 

 

http://www.nps.gov/NR/twhp/wwwlps/lessons/118trail/118images/118img2bh.jpg
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Discussion Questions for Photo 2 

1. Before it was enlarged, Major Ridge's house probably looked 

much like this house. Does the Ross house look like the home of a 

rich man? 

2. In 1826, Ross moved to a large plantation near Rome, Georgia, 

only about a mile from Major Ridge. Why do you suppose he moved 

there? 

3. In 1832, Ross returned from a trip to Washington to find that his 

plantation had been taken over by Georgia whites who had won it in 

the lottery for Cherokee land. He moved back into this house, where 

he stayed until removal. How do you think he would have felt 

returning to his old home under these circumstances? 
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Historical Evidence 
This lesson on the Trail of Tears uses a wide variety of historical 

evidence. Review the readings and visual materials and make a list of 

the kinds of evidence presented in the lesson (historical quotations, 

oral histories, illustrations, photographs, etc.)  

DIRECTIONS: Select four pieces of evidence from the 

“Determining the Facts about the Trail of Tears” section of this 

booklet and complete the graphic organizer that follows. 

For each piece of evidence, list 1) what kind of evidence it is (speech, 

letter, map, photograph, etc.), 2) when it was created, 3) two 

important facts it contains or what other kinds of information it 

provides, 4) why it was created, and 5) what it adds to your 

understanding of the Cherokee experience and the Trail of Tears. 
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 Evidence #1 Evidence #2 Evidence #3 Evidence #4 

1)  

 

 

   

2)  

 

  

   

3)  

 

 

   

4)   

 

 

   

5)  

 

 

   

 

  



New Republic and Westward Expansion 

 

Page 31 

DIRECTIONS: The Indian Removal Act was a law signed by American 

President Andrew Jackson that said the following eight things. After 

reading all of the eight points below, rewrite the eight points using 

your own words.  

The Indian Removal Act 

1st. For an addition to the country already assigned to you west of the 

Mississippi, and for the conveyance of the whole of it, by patent, in fee 

simple
18

. And also for the security of the necessary political rights, and for 

preventing white persons from trespassing upon you. 

2nd. For the payment of the full value to each individual, of his possession in 

Georgia, Alabama, North Carolina and Tennessee. 

3rd. For the removal, at the expense of the United States, of your whole 

people; for their subsistence
19

 for a year after their arrival in their new 

country, and for a gratuity
20

 of one hundred and fifty dollars to each person. 

4th. For the usual supply of rifles, blankets, and kettles. 

5th. For the investment of the sum of four hundred thousand dollars, in 

order to secure a permanent annuity
21

. 

6th. For adequate provision
22

 for schools, agricultural instruments, domestic 

animals, missionary establishments, the support of orphans, &c. 

7th. For the payment of claims
23

. 

8th. For granting pensions
24

 to such of your people as have been disabled in 

the service of the United States.   

                                                           
18

 Fee simple means you have the land forever. 
19

 Food and drink. 
20

 Gift. 
21

 A fixed payment to be received once a year. 
22

 Support with money. 
23

 Lawsuits. 
24

 Money paid to former soldiers. 
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DIRECTIONS: Read the letter below, and then answer the questions 

at the bottom. 

Reading 2: Letter from Chief John Ross, "To the 

Senate and House of Representatives"  

[Red Clay Council Ground, Cherokee Nation, September 28, 1836]  

 

With a view to bringing our troubles to a close, a delegation was 

appointed on the 23rd of October, 1835, by the General Council of 

the (Cherokee) nation, clothed with full powers to enter into 

arrangements with the Government of the United States, for the 

final adjustment of all our existing difficulties. The delegation failing 

to effect an arrangement with the United States commissioner, then 

in the (Cherokee) nation, proceeded, agreeably to their instructions 

in that case, to Washington City, for the purpose of negotiating a 

treaty with the authorities of the United States.  

 

After the departure of the Delegation, a contract was made by the 

Rev. John F. Schermerhorn, and certain individual Cherokees, 

purporting to be a "treaty, concluded at New Echota, in the State of 

Georgia, on the 29th day of December, 1835, by General William 

Carroll and John F. Schermerhorn, commissioners on the part of the 

United States, and the chiefs, headmen, and people of the Cherokee 

tribes of Indians." A spurious25 Delegation, in violation of a special 

injunction of the general council of the nation, proceeded to 

Washington City with this pretended treaty, and by false and 

fraudulent representations supplanted in the favor of the 

                                                           
25

 False or fake. 
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Government the legal and accredited Delegation of the Cherokee 

people, and obtained for this instrument, after making important 

alterations in its provisions, the recognition of the United States 

Government. And now it is presented to us as a treaty, ratified by 

the Senate, and approved by the President [Andrew Jackson], and 

our acquiescence in its requirements demanded, under the sanction 

of the displeasure of the United States, and the threat of summary 

compulsion, in case of refusal. It comes to us, not through our 

legitimate authorities, the known and usual medium of 

communication between the Government of the United States and 

our nation, but through the agency of a complication of powers, civil 

and military.  

 

By the stipulations of this instrument, our property may be 

plundered before our eyes; violence may be committed on our 

persons; even our lives may be taken away, and there is none to 

regard our complaints. We are denationalized; we are disfranchised. 

We are deprived of membership in the human family! We have 

neither land nor home, nor resting place that can be called our own.  

Discussion Questions: 

1) What are three complaints Chief John Ross has about how the 
Cherokee are being treated? 
 
 

2) Create three arguments to go against the complaints you listed 
in question 1). 
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DIRECTIONS: In as much detail as possible, describe what you see in 

Figures 1 and 2 below. 

1. Compare Figure 1 with Figure 2 and highlight THREE of the 

biggest differences. 

 

Figure 1 

 

Figure 2 
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 Watch the video from 

http://www.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/akh10.socst.ush

.exp.trail/trail-of-tears/ and then answer the following 

questions: 

Discussion Questions: 

1. How did Thomas Jefferson see the relationship 

between Native Americans and White Americans? 

 

2. Who came along and changed how White Americans 

saw Native Americans? After this change, how did 

White Americans then view Native Americans? 

 

3. When told of the signing of a treaty removing the 

Native Americans from their lands, what did many 

Native Americans do? Why? 

 

4. What did the Native Americans lose once White 

American soldiers came onto their lands? 

  

http://www.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/akh10.socst.ush.exp.trail/trail-of-tears/
http://www.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/akh10.socst.ush.exp.trail/trail-of-tears/
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DIRECTIONS:  

1. Read the data provided below and come up with THREE 

reasonable conclusions on what the data means. 

The Trail of Tears is a name given to the forced relocation and 

movement of Native American nations from southeastern parts of 

the United States following the Indian Removal Act of 1830. The 

removal included many members of the Cherokee, Muscogee 

(Creek), Seminole, Chickasaw, and Choctaw nations, among others in 

the United States, from their homelands to Indian Territory (eastern 

sections of the present-day state of Oklahoma). The phrase 

originated from a description of the removal of the Choctaw Nation 

in 1831. Many Native Americans suffered from exposure, disease 

and starvation en route to their destinations. Many died, including 

4,000 of the 15,000 relocated Cherokee. 

 

In 1831 the Choctaw were the first to be removed, and they became 

the model for all other removals. After the Choctaw, the Seminole 

were removed in 1832, the Creek in 1834, then the Chickasaw in 

1837, and finally the Cherokee in 1838. After removal, some Native 

Americans remained in their ancient homelands - the Choctaw are 

found in Mississippi, the Seminole in Florida, the Creek in Alabama, 

and the Cherokee in North Carolina. A limited number of non-native 

Americans (including African-Americans - usually as slaves) also 

accompanied the Native American nations on the trek westward. By 

1837, 46,000 Native Americans from these southeastern states had 

been removed from their homelands thereby opening 25 million 

acres for predominantly white settlement. 
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In the winter of 1838 the Cherokee began the thousand-mile march 

with scant clothing and most on foot without shoes or moccasins. 

The march began in Red Clay, Tennessee, the location of the last 

Eastern capital of the Cherokee Nation. The Cherokee were given 

used blankets from a hospital in Tennessee where an epidemic of 

small pox had broken out. Because of the diseases, the Indians were 

not allowed to go into any towns or villages along the way; many 

times this meant traveling much farther to go around them.  

After crossing Tennessee and Kentucky, they arrived in Southern 

Illinois at Golconda about the 3rd of December 1838. Here the 

starving Indians were charged a dollar a head (equal to $21.83 today) 

to cross the river on "Berry's Ferry" which typically charged twelve 

cents, equal to $2.62 today. They were not allowed passage until the 

ferry had serviced all others wishing to cross and were forced to take 

shelter under "Mantle Rock," a shelter bluff on the Kentucky side, 

until "Berry had nothing better to do". Many died huddled together 

at Mantle Rock waiting to cross. Several Cherokee were murdered by 

locals. The killers filed a lawsuit against the U.S. Government through 

the courthouse in Vienna, suing the government for $35 a head 

(equal to $763.88 today) to bury the murdered Cherokee. 
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Causes of the Civil War 

1st Cause: Texas and the Mexican-American War 
DIRECTIONS: Take a minute to examine the map below. 
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United States Mexico 

Year 
Number of 

soldiers 
Year 

Number of 

soldiers 

1846 8,600 1846 60,000 

1848 32,000 

59,000 militia 

1848 34,000 

Total Casualties 13,000 Total Casualties 16,000 

Discussion Questions 

1. Based on the map above, where did the United States invade 

Mexico? Why do you think they chose those areas to invade? 

2. Based on the table above, which side would you predict to win at 

the beginning of the war in 1846? Why? 

3. Compare the number of casualties for both sides in the war. Based 

on the table, how do you account for the drop in number of 

soldiers for Mexico between 1846 and 1848? 

4. Based on the table above, which side would you predict to win in 

1848? Why? 

5. What do you think Mexico could have done to win this war? 

Mexican-American War - Notes 

 Before the war Americans had illegally entered into Mexican territory, 
and once they outnumbered the Mexicans, voted for Texas (which was 
part of Mexico at that time) to secede from Mexico. After defeating the 
Mexican army, Texas became its own country in 1836. Part of the 
reason many Americans wanted Texas to leave Mexico was slavery was 
illegal in Mexico, and many Americans living in Texas owned slaves. 

 Mexico still claimed Texas as its own land. In 1845, Texas voted to join 
the U.S. and invited the U.S. army into Texas and in short order 
American soldiers entered Texas territory. Mexico also sent soldiers to 
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Texas and fired first at what they saw as invading American soldiers, 
starting the war.  

 The Mexican War lasted from April 25, 1846 – February 2, 1848. Even 
though at the start of the war the U.S. was outnumbered 60,000 
(Mexican Army) to 8,600 (American Army), the war ended with 
Mexico’s surrender to the United States and the signing of the Treaty of 
Guadalupe Hidalgo, in which Mexico gave up over half of its territory to 
the United States in exchange for $15 million dollars. 

 Many American soldiers in the war, such as Robert E. Lee, Winfield 
Scott, and Ulysses S. Grant, gained a lot of battle experience in the 
Mexican War and would later become important generals in the 
American Civil War. 

Discussion Questions 

6. Why did the war begin? 

7. Who started the war? How? 

8. Was the war resolved fairly? Explain and cite your source(s). 

9. What effect do you predict this war will have on the American Civil 

War that would later start in 1861? 
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2nd cause: Growing Sectionalism  
10. Looking at the chart, what did each side do to protect their 

sectional interests? 
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Plantation vs. Factory Economies 

Factory vs. Plantation in the North and South: 

Quote 1) “During the first half of the 19th century, economic differences 

between the regions also increased. By 1860 cotton was the chief crop of the 

South, and it represented 57 percent of all U.S. exports. The profitability of 

cotton, known as King Cotton, completed the South's dependence on the 

plantation system and its essential component, slavery. The North was by 

then firmly established as an industrial society. Labor was needed, but not 

slave labor.” 

—Source: "Civil War, American." Microsoft Encarta Online Encyclopedia 

2000 

Quote 2) “Five years ago Mr. and Mrs. Kirke Boott took up their residence at 

Lowell where there was then no building except one or two little hovels, but 

last night we went over very extensive cotton manufacturies that have sprung 

up since that time, and on every side fresh ones are starting into life. This 

State is so very bad for agricultural purposes that they are driven to 

manufactures to gain a livelihood?” 

—Margaret Hall, writing about Lowell, Massachusetts 

October 13, 1827 

11. What can you conclude from quote 1 about cotton and its 

importance to the South? 

12. What can you conclude from quote 2 about the importance of 

factories in the North? 
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13. Which are the food crops for the owners and slaves? 

 

14. Which are the commercial crops to be sold for production in 

factories? 

By 1820, the USA was exporting 400,000 bales of cotton a year; by 1861, it 

was 4 million bales. By the start of the Civil War, cotton had over 

taken sugar and tobacco as the foremost traded crop in the world. By 1861, 

the USA produced 66 percent of all the raw cotton exported around the 

world and most of it went to Lancashire, United Kingdom, which produced 

66 percent of all the cotton fabric that was traded world-wide!  
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Slavery: 

The Missouri Compromise of 1820 divided the United States into free 

states if they were north of the Missouri Compromise Line and slave states 

if they were south of the Missouri Compromise line. 

15. What danger would there be in dividing the country into these two 

halves? 
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Dred Scott case 

Born into slavery in Virginia around 1800, Dred Scott traveled westward to 

St. Louis with his master, Peter Blow, for almost thirty years. Following his master’s 

death, Scott was sold to an army surgeon named John Emerson. Emerson’s army 

unit soon transferred to Illinois and then Wisconsin. Though slavery was outlawed in 

these territories, many army officers brought their slaves with them. It was in 

Wisconsin that Scott married Harriet Robinson, who then also belonged to John 

Emerson. 

By 1842 the Scotts were back in St. Louis. The following year, Emerson 

died and ownership of the Scotts passed to Emerson’s widow. It was at this point 

that Scott attempted to purchase his freedom from Mrs. Emerson, but she refused 

his offer. Following the refusal, Dred Scott sued for his freedom in a Missouri court 

in 1846. This started a long legal battle that eventually ended up at the Supreme 

Court. It should be noted that soon after 1846, Mrs. Emerson sold the Scotts to her 

brother, John Sandford, who lived in New York. Since the case now concerned 

parties from different states, the Scotts were allowed to bring their case before the 

Supreme Court.  

When the decision was read in March 1857, Chief Justice Roger B. Taney handed 

down the majority position. The decision effectively and legally labeled the Scotts 

non-citizens that lacked the right to appear before the Court.  

16. What effect does this decision have on the Missouri Compromise 

of 1820? What effect does this decision have on the ability of 

African-Americans to make their legal claims heard? 
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The Compromise of 1850  

Henry Clay, U.S. senator from Kentucky, was determined to find a solution. 

In 1820 he had resolved a fiery debate over the spread of slavery with his 

Missouri Compromise. Now, thirty years later, the matter surfaced again 

within the walls of the Capitol. But this time the stakes were higher -- 

nothing less than keeping the Union together. 

 

There were several points at issue:  

 

Issue 1) The United States had recently acquired a vast territory -- the result 

of its war with Mexico. Should the territory allow slavery, or should it be 

declared free? Or maybe the inhabitants should be allowed to choose for 

themselves?  

Issue 2) California -- a territory that had grown tremendously with the gold 

rush of 1849, had recently petitioned Congress to enter the Union as a free 

state. Should this be allowed? Ever since the Missouri Compromise of 1820, 
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the balance between slave states and free states had been maintained; any 

proposal that threatened this balance would almost certainly not win 

approval.  

Issue 3) There was a dispute over land: Texas claimed that its territory 

extended all the way to Santa Fe.  

Issue 4) Finally, there was Washington, D.C. Not only did the nation's capital 

allow slavery, it was home to the largest slave market in North America.  

 

On January 29, 1850, the 70-year-old Clay presented a compromise. With 

the help of Stephen Douglas, a young Democrat from Illinois, a series of bills 

that would make up the compromise were ushered through Congress. 

 

According to the compromise of 1850: 

 Texas would relinquish the land in dispute but, in compensation, 
be given 10 million dollars -- money it would use to pay off its debt 
to Mexico.  

 Also, the territories of New Mexico, Nevada, Arizona, and Utah 
would be organized without mention of slavery. (The decision 
would be made by the territories' inhabitants later, when they 
applied for statehood.)  

 Regarding Washington, the slave trade would be abolished in the 
District of Columbia, although slavery would still be permitted.  

 Finally, California would be admitted as a free state. To pacify 
slave-state politicians, who would have objected to the imbalance 
created by adding another free state, the Fugitive Slave Act was 
passed. 

 The Fugitive Slave Law 

 Passed by Congress on September 18, 1850 

 Declared that all runaway slaves be brought back 
to their masters. 

 Abolitionists nicknamed it the "Bloodhound Law" 
for the dogs that were used to track down 
runaway slaves. 

17. How did the Compromise of 1850 deal with all four issues? 
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18. If you were a slave that escaped to the North how might this law 

impact you? 

 

19. How did the Mexican-American War affect slavery and therefore 

become a cause of the American Civil War? 

 

20. Create a venn diagram comparing/contrasting the Missouri 

Compromise and the Compromise of 1850. 

The Kansas–Nebraska Act of 1854 shattered whatever peace was 

gained by the Compromise of 1850. In addition to organizing the U.S. 

Territories of Kansas and Nebraska, the act attempted to deal with 

the extension of slavery into this region by allowing the settlers in 

each territory to decide the question for themselves through popular 

sovereignty.  

Popular Sovereignty: The belief that it was up to the voters in each 

state to decide whether or not slavery should be allowed within that 

state. 
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U. S. Senator Stephen Douglas, who championed this policy of 

popular sovereignty and included it in the Kansas–Nebraska Act, 

unwittingly set off a firestorm of protest among those committed to 

stopping the spread of slavery. One such person was former 

Congressman Abraham Lincoln, who strongly opposed any policy 

that could extend slavery into the territories. 

21. Use the graphic organizer on the following pages to  

compare/contrast the Kansas-Nebraska Act and the Compromise 

of 1850. 
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Compare and Contrast Organizer – Compromises 

Compromise of 1850   Kansas-Nebraska 

Act 

 

How are they 

different? 

 

 

when it comes to . . . 

 

 Slavery  

 Organizing 

Territory 
 

   

 

How are they alike? 
 

 

   

   

   

   

 

 

 


