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LEARNING TARGETS: 
Innovation and the Industrial Revolution (8.H.3.2) 

1. I can identify the Industrial Revolution and describe its impact 

2. I can define Monopoly and recognize examples (historic and modern) 

3. I can explain why the Industrial Revolution takes place in the Northern 

States  

4. I can show how technology and innovation changed the US during the 

Industrial Revolution 

5. I can explain the rationale for Child Labor during the Industrial 

Revolution 

6. I can construct a chart on the business tycoons of the early 20th century 

Robber Barons/Philanthropists 

Immigration and Urbanization (8.H.3.1, 8.G.1.2, 8.C.1.2) 

7. I can explain how Immigration impacted the development of the US 

8. I can explain why people immigrated to the US and identify where they 

came from 

9. I can compare and contrast the experiences immigrants endured at Ellis 

Island and Angel Island 

10. I can list the geographical factors that contribute to the growth of cities 

(Urbanization) 

11. I can analyze the cause and impacts of Urbanization 

Societal Reactions to Immigration/diversity (8.C.1.3) 

12. I can define Nativism 

13. I can determine the factors that led to Nativism 

14. I can define Communism 

15. I can identify why the Red Scare happened 

16. I can list the Social Reformers (Muckrakers) and their impact on the 

early 20th century 

17. I can describe the platform of the progressive political party. 

18. I can list the Social Reformers and their impact on the early 20th century  

19. I can evaluate progressive reform techniques to determine which were 

the most effective. (social reform propaganda, prohibition, conservation, 

child labor, labor unions, strikes, etc) 

20. I can compare/contrast the issues facing the Progressive Movement with 

today’s issues 
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DEFINITIONS: 
1. Agrarian: Farmland or land outside the big cities. 

2. Economic: Having to do with money. 

3. Gilded Age (a.k.a. Industrial Age/Industrial Revolution): From ~ 

1877 – 1918,  refers to the period of time after Reconstruction (1865 – 

1877) when: 

a. the United States became industrialized; and 

b. immigrants arrived by the tens of thousands; and 

c. the wealthy became even more wealthy. 

4. Industrialization: The process of social and economic change that 

transforms an agrarian society into an urban one. 

5. Monopolies: Companies that control all aspects of production for 

certain products. 

6. Muckraker: An investigative journalist whose uncovering of terrible 

practices led to the reform of those practices.  

7. Social:  Having to do with people and society. 

8. Sweatshop: The nickname for businesses that have socially 

unacceptable practices. A common example is businesses that use child 

labor. 

9. Urban: Dealing or having to do with a city or cities. 
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DIRECTIONS: Examine the two pictures below and: 
a) Compare and contrast three similarities and three major 

differences between the two photos below. 
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 Top Photo Bottom Photo 

Similarities 1. 

 

2. 

 

3. 

 

1. 

 

2. 

 

3. 

Differences 1. 

 

2. 

 

3. 

 

1. 

 

2. 

 

3. 

 
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS  
 
The two photos above show the effect of Industrialization on 
many people, both rich and poor. Answer the questions below 
based on what you see in the photographs. 
 
1. What social effect did industrialization have? 
 
2. What economic effect did industrialization have? 
 
3. Why would people move from an agrarian setting to an urban 

setting? 
 
Industrialization mostly occurred in the part of the United States 
known as the North. 
4. Why do you think industrialization mostly occurred in the North? 

(hint: think back to the Civil War and even the 13 Colonies era) 
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Regulating Big Business 

Without any form of government regulation, big business owners were 

able to create monopolies—companies that control all aspects of 

production for certain products. Economists agree that monopolies 

are rarely good for the market, as they often stifle competition, inflate 

prices, and hurt consumers. 

 

In the late 1880s and early 1890s, the U.S. government stepped in 

and tried to start regulating the growing number of monopolies. In 

1887, Congress passed the Interstate Commerce Act, which 

outlawed railroad rebates and kickbacks and also established the 

Interstate Commerce Commission to ensure that the railroad 

companies obeyed the new laws. The bill was riddled with loopholes, 

however, and had very little effect. In 1890, Congress also passed the 

Sherman Anti-Trust Act in an attempt to ban trusts, but this, too, 

was an ineffective piece of legislation and was replaced with revised 

legislation in the early 1900s. 

  



Unit 4: Industrial Revolution & Immigration 
 

Page - 7 - of 33 

 

Discussion Questions 

 
5. Based on what you read, in your own words what is vertical 

integration?  
 
6. Draw a chart below showing the vertical integration elements of 

the railroad business. 
 
7. In your own words what is horizontal integration?  
 
8. What two laws did the government come up with to regulate the 

big businesses? What did each law do? 
 
9. Think of a product you like to buy. Create a vertical integration 

chart for your favorite product. 
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Child Labor during the Industrial Revolution 
 
During the Industrial Revolution, children as young as four were 
employed in production factories with dangerous, and often fatal, 
working conditions. In coal mines, children would crawl through 
tunnels too narrow and low for adults. Children also worked as errand 
boys, crossing sweepers, shoe blacks, or selling matches, flowers 
and other cheap goods. Some children undertook work as 
apprentices to respectable trades, such as building or as domestic 
servants. 
 
As the US industrialized, factory owners hired young workers for a 
variety of tasks. Especially in textile mills , children were often hired 
together with their parents. Many families in mill towns depended on 
the children's labor to make enough money for necessities. 

 
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS  
 
10. What is a sweatshop? Why is it called that? 
 
11. What argument is being made above? 
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Child Labor today 
 
February 7, 2000  

The Case for Sweatshops 
by David R. Henderson (Research Fellow) 

Candida Rosa Lopez, an employee in a Nicaraguan garment factory, 
works long hours over a sewing machine at less than a dollar an 
hour. Interviewed recently by a Miami Herald reporter, Ms. Lopez has 
a message for people in the United States and other wealthy 
countries who are nervous about buying goods from "sweatshops": "I 
wish more people would buy the clothes we make." 
 

Contrary to what you have heard, sweatshops in third-world countries 
are a good deal for the people who work in them. Why? Because 
work, other than slave labor, is an exchange. A worker chooses a 
particular job because she thinks herself better off in that job than at 
her next-best alternative. Most of us would regard a low-paying job in 
Nicaragua or Honduras as a lousy job. But we're not being asked to 
take those jobs. Those jobs are the best options those workers have, 
or else they would quit and work elsewhere. You don't make 
someone better off by taking away the best of a bunch of bad 
choices. 
 

Many workers in third-world sweatshops have left even harder, lower-
paying jobs in agriculture to move to garment factories. Moreover, 
sweatshops are a normal step in economic development. Singapore, 
Malaysia, South Korea, and Hong Kong all had sweatshop jobs thirty 
years ago. They don't now because workers in those countries have 
acquired skills and employers have accumulated capital. That's what 
will happen in Honduras, Nicaragua, and other poor countries—if we 
only let it. 
What happens when people persuade companies not to hire children 
to work long hours? Oxfam, the British charity, reported that when 
factory owners in Bangladesh were pressured to fire child laborers, 
thousands of the children became prostitutes or starved. 
 

Yet the National Labor Committee's executive director, Charles 
Kernaghan, goes around the country attacking sweatshops and trying 
to put legal barriers in the way of people buying from sweatshops. 
Robert Reich, former U.S. labor secretary under President Clinton, 

http://www.hoover.org/news/daily-report/24617
http://www.hoover.org/fellows/10356
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pressured Reebok International and Sears Roebuck to get ShinWon, 
their South Korean subcontractor in Honduras, to lay off fifty teenage 
girls. He apparently did not ask, or care, what happened to them after 
they lost their jobs. Why are Kernaghan and Reich hurting the people 
they claim to care about? Simple. The people they really care about 
are unionized garment workers in the United States; the NLC is 
funded by U.S. unions. The garment workers lost on NAFTA and lost 
on GATT. This is their last-ditch effort to prevent foreign competition. 
 

The next time you feel guilty for buying clothes made in a third-world 
sweatshop, remember this: you're helping the workers who made that 
clothing. The people who should feel guilty are those who argue 
against, or use legislation to prevent us, giving a boost up the 
economic ladder to members of the human race unlucky enough to 
have been born in a poor country. Someone who intentionally gets 
you fired is not your friend. 
 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS  
 
12. How do these sweatshops compare to the ones from the 

Industrial Revolution? 
 
13. What argument is being made above? 
 
14. Does the argument being made here echo the arguments made 

by factory owners employing children during the Industrial Age of 
America? Explain. 

 
15. Answer this question using 50 words or more. Would you 

recommend that sweatshops be abolished or supported? Why? 
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DIRECTIONS: The following chart is a list of inventions created 
during the Gilded Age. Complete the chart below and then create a 
MindMup with children/effects for each invention. 

Invention Inventor Plus Delta 
Transatlantic Telegraph Cyrus Field  

 

 

Telephone Alexander 
Graham Bell 

 

 

 

 

Light Bulb Thomas 
Edison 

 

 

 

 

Phonograph (Record 
Player) 

Thomas 
Edison 

 

 

 

 

Moving Pictures Thomas 
Edison 

 

 

 

 

Electric Power Plant Thomas 
Edison 

 

 

 

 

Refrigerated Rail Car Gustavis 
Swift 

 

 

 

 

Typewriter Christopher 
Sholes 

 

 

 

 

Lightweight Kodak Camera George 
Eastman 

 

 

 

 

Moving Assembly Line Henry Ford  

 

 

 

Airplane Orville and 
Wilbur Wright 
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Industrialization: 1869–1901  

Events 

1869 Transcontinental Railroad is completed  

1870 Standard Oil Company forms  

1886 Supreme Court issues verdict in Wabash case  

1887 Congress passes Interstate Commerce Act  

1890 Congress passes Sherman Anti-Trust Act  

1901 U.S. Steel Corporation forms  

Key People 

Andrew Carnegie - Scottish-American business tycoon and owner of the Carnegie 

Steel Company in Pittsburgh; used vertical integration to maintain market dominance  

John D. Rockefeller - Founder of the Standard Oil Company; used horizontal 

integration to effectively buy out his competition  

Cornelius Vanderbilt - Steamboat and railroad tycoon; laid thousands of miles of 

railroad track and established standard gauge for railroads  

Transcontinental Railroads 

Gilded Age industrialization had its roots in the Civil War, which spurred Congress 

and the northern states to build more railroads and increased demand for a variety of 

manufactured goods. The forward-looking Congress of 1862 authorized construction 

of the first transcontinental railroad, a railroad connecting America from the Pacific to 

the Atlantic. Originally, because railroading was such an expensive enterprise at the 

time, the federal government provided subsidies (money) by the mile to railroad 

companies in exchange for discounted rates for railroad passengers.  

With this free land and tens of thousands of dollars per mile in subsidies, railroading 

became a highly profitable business venture. The Union Pacific Railroad company 

began construction on the transcontinental line in Nebraska during the Civil War and 

pushed westward, while Leland Stanford’s Central Pacific Railroad pushed eastward 

from Sacramento. Tens of thousands of Irish and Chinese laborers laid the track, and 

the two lines finally met near Promontory, Utah, in 1869. 
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Captains of Industry 

Big businessmen, not politicians, controlled the new industrialized America of the 

Gilded Age. These so-called “captains of industry” were not regulated by the 

government and did whatever they could to make as much money as possible. These 

industrialists’ business practices were sometimes so unscrupulous1 that they were 

given the name “robber barons.”  

Vanderbilt perpetuated his name through a gift of one million dollars to Nashville's 

Central University. One million dollars may not sound like a lot of money, but in the 

1870's it was. One million dollars was essentially equal to $260 million in today's terms. 

The Nashville Central University would become, and to this day still is, the prestigious 

Vanderbilt University in Nashville, Tennessee. 

Vanderbilt and the Railroads 

As the railroad boom accelerated, railroads began to crisscross the West. Some of the 

major companies included the Southern Pacific Railroad, the Santa Fe Railroad, and 

the North Pacific Railroad. Federal subsidies and land grants made railroading such a 

profitable business that a class of “new money” millionaires emerged. 

Cornelius Vanderbilt and his son William were perhaps the most famous railroad 

tycoons. During the era, they bought out and consolidated many of the rail companies 

in the East, enabling them to cut operations costs. The Vanderbilts also established a 

standard track gauge and were among the first railroaders to replace iron rails with 

lighter, more durable steel. The Vanderbilt fortune swelled to more than $100 million 

during these boom years. 

Railroad Corruption 

Tycoons such as the Vanderbilts were notorious for their lack of regard for the common 

worker. It was common for tycoons like Vanderbilt to bribe members of the federal 

government to overlook mistreatment of workers. Although some states passed laws to 

regulate corrupt railroads, the Supreme Court made regulation on a state level 

                                                 
1 Dishonest. 
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impossible with the 1886 Wabash case ruling, which stated that only the federal 

government could regulate interstate commerce. 

Discussion Questions 

16. What is a transcontinental railroad? Why do you think having a 
railroad crossing the entire country was valuable? 

 
17. What is a subsidy? Why was it necessary? 
 
18. Where was the transcontinental railroad completed? 
 
19. What people helped build the railroads? How much do you think 

they were paid? Why do you think they were paid as much as 
they were? 

 
20. What nickname was given to the captains of industry and why did 

they get such nicknames? 
 
21. What evidence of corruption was there in the railroad business? 

Do we have that kind of corruption occurring today? Explain. 
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Carnegie, Morgan, and U.S. Steel 

Among the wealthiest and most famous captains of industry in the late 1800s was 

Andrew Carnegie. A Scottish immigrant, Carnegie turned his one Pennsylvanian 

production plant into a veritable steel empire through a business tactic called vertical 

integration. Rather than rely on expensive middlemen, Carnegie vertically integrated 

his production process by buying out all of the companies—coal, iron ore, and so on—

needed to produce his steel, as well as the companies that produced the steel, shipped 

it, and sold it. Eventually, Carnegie sold his company to banker J. P. Morgan, who 

used the company as the foundation for the U.S. Steel Corporation. By the end of his 

life, Carnegie was one of the richest men in America, with a fortune of nearly $500 

million.  

Rockefeller and Standard Oil 

Oil was another lucrative business during the Gilded Age. Although there was very little 

need for oil prior to the Civil War, demand surged during the machine age of the 

1880s, 1890s, and early 1900s. Seemingly everything required oil during this era: 

factory machines, ships, and, later, automobiles. 

The biggest names in the oil industry were John D. Rockefeller and his Standard Oil 

Company—in fact, they were the only names in the industry. Whereas Carnegie 

employed vertical integration to create his steel empire, Rockefeller used horizontal 

integration, essentially buying out all the other oil companies so that he had no 

competition left. In doing so, Rockefeller created one of America’s first monopolies, or 

trusts, that cornered the market of a single product.  

Social Darwinism and the Gospel of Wealth 

In time, many wealthy American businessmen, inspired by biologist Charles Darwin’s 

new theories of natural selection, began to believe that they had become rich because 

they were literally superior human beings compared to the poorer classes. The wealthy 

applied Darwin’s idea of “survival of the fittest” to society; in the words of one Social 

Darwinist, as they became known, “The millionaires are the product of natural 

selection.” Pious plutocrats preached the “Gospel of Wealth,” which was similar to 

Social Darwinism but explained a person’s great riches as a gift from God. 
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Discussion Questions 

22. Were Vanderbilt and the other Captains of Industry “Robber 
Barons” or “Philanthropists”? Why? 

 
23. Is there a problem with believing and following the theory of 

Social Darwinism? Why? 
 
24. How would a believer of Social Darwinism treat people born 

poor? People that were rich and became poor? 
 
25. Is there a problem with believing and following the theory of the 

Gospel of Wealth? Why? 
 
26. How would a believer of the Gospel of Wealth treat people born 

poor? People that were rich and became poor? 
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Immigration Data by Decade 
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Discussion Questions 

Look at the chart on the previous page and answer the questions 
below. 
 
27. What two decades saw the most immigration? 
 
28. Why do you think there was a dip in immigration during the 

1860s? 
 
29. Why do you think there was more immigration during those two 

decades? (hint: think back to the wars we studied and why people 
moved) 
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Types of 

Economies 

Communism Capitalism 

 The government 

decides how 

many and what 

kind of products 

to make. 

Everyone is paid 

the same. 

The people decide 

how many and 

what kind of 

products to make. 

People are paid 

different amounts 

based on how smart 

or hard they work. 

Notes  

 

 

 

Types of 

Governments 

Communism Democracy 

 A small group of 

people have 

control and 

decide what to do 

for everyone else. 

If the people not 

in control don’t 

like it, they get 

put in prison or 

put to death. 

The people have 

control and elect a 

small group of 

people to represent 

them and make 

decisions on the 

behalf of the 

people. If the 

people don’t like 

their 

representatives, 

they elect new 

representatives. 

Notes  
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DIRECTIONS: Read through the scenarios below and identify what 
kind of economy and/or government is being shown and why. 
 
Scenario 1: Cordovastan is a nation of 100 million people. 
Cordovastan is in a war with the neighboring country of Bedellia. The 
president of Cordovastan needs 500 more tanks in his war against 
Bedellia and so he orders factories in Cordovastan to cease 
producing automobiles and begin building tanks. 
 
Scenario 2: Cordovia is a country of 55,000 people. Every year they 
have an election for president, but the president is always a member 
of the Jerka political party, the only political party allowed in the 
country. 
 
Scenario 3: Cordovastan is a nation of 100 million people. 
Cordovastan is in a war with the neighboring country of Bedellia. 
Some college students disagree with the war and proceed to riot 
through the streets of the capital city, burning, looting, and attacking 
citizens. The army of Cordovastan moves into the capital city and 
begins arresting the college students. 
 
Scenario 4: Cordracken is an island country famous for its 
$2.00/pound oranges. The neighboring island country of Meyeristan 
starts selling oranges for $1.75 a pound. The government of 
Cordracken starts paying its orange farmers $0.50/pound of oranges 
so that Cordracken orange farmers can continue to sell their oranges 
for $2.00/pound. 
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Societal Reactions to Immigration 

Nativism  

Nativism means two things: 
1. Showing favoritism towards other people that already live in your 

community/state/country; OR 

2. Discriminating against people that are newcomers to your 

community/state/country. 

Discussion Questions 

30. What factors can you think of that would cause people to be 
nativist?  

 
31. Is nativism something that occurs in the United States today? Is it 

a problem? Why? 
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THE RED SCARE 
 

World War I (1914-1918) was over, but hysteria lingered in Europe. 
The Eastern front had not gone well for Russia. The pressures of their 
losing effort forced the Russian czar to abdicate (renounce the 
thrown). In November 1917, Lenin led a successful revolution of the 
Bolshevik workers. The ideas of Karl Marx had been known since 
1848, but nowhere in the world until now had a successful communist 
revolution occurred. Once the war against Germany was over, the 
Western powers focused their energies at restoring Czar Nicholas. 
Even the United States sent troops to Russia hoping the White 
Russians could oust the communist Reds. All this effort was in vain. 
The Bolsheviks murdered the entire royal family and slowly secured 
control of the entire nation. 
 

THE COMMUNIST PARTY FORMS 
 

Back in the United States, veterans were returning home. Workers 
who avoided striking during the war were now demanding wage 
increases to keep pace with spiraling inflation. Over 3,300 postwar 
strikes swept the land. A small group of radicals formed the 
Communist Labor Party in 1919. Progressive and conservative 
Americans believed that labor activism was a menace to American 
society and must be squelched. The hatchetman against American 
radicals was President Wilson's Attorney General, A. Mitchell Palmer. 
Palmer was determined that no Bolshevik Revolution would happen 
in the United States. 
 

PALMER’S EFFORTS 
 

From 1919 to 1920, Palmer conducted a series of raids on individuals 
he believed were dangerous to American security. He deported 249 
Russian immigrants without just cause. With Palmer's sponsorship, 
the Federal Bureau of Investigation was created under the leadership 
of J. Edgar Hoover. In January of 1920, federal agents broke into the 
homes of suspected anarchists without search warrants, jailed labor 
leaders, and held about 5,000 citizens without respecting their right to 
legal counsel. Palmer felt that American civil liberties were less 
important than rooting out potential wrongdoers. Eventually most of 
the detainees were released, but some were deported. 
 

The climate set by Palmer and Hoover could not be contained. Still 
agitated by wartime propaganda, members of the American public 
took matters into their own hands.  
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American Legionnaires in Centralia, Washington attacked members 
of the Socialist Party. Twelve radicals were arrested; one of them was 
beaten, castrated, and then shot. The New York State Legislature 
expelled five Socialist representatives from their ranks. Twenty-eight 
states banned the public display of red flags. It seemed as though the 
witch hunt would never end. Responsible Americans began to speak 
out against Palmer's raids and demand that American civil liberties be 
respected. By the summer of 1920, the worst of the furor had 
subsided. 
 

THE SACCO-VANZETTI CASE 
 

On April 15, 1921, two employees of a shoe warehouse in South 
Braintree, Massachusetts, were murdered during a robbery. The 
police investigating the crime arrested two Italian immigrants named 
Nicola Sacco and Bartolomeo Vanzetti. 
 

Sacco and Vanzetti maintained their innocence, but they already had 
a strike against them: they were anarchists and socialists. Just a little 
over two weeks after their arrest, they were found guilty. 
Many people, particularly fellow socialists, protested the verdict, 
saying the two men were convicted more on political and ethnic 
prejudice than on any real evidence. Indeed, four years later, another 
man said he had committed the crime with a local gang. 
 

Despite appeals, Sacco and Vanzetti were never granted a retrial. 
When they were sentenced to death on April 9, 1927, protests 
erupted around the country. But to no avail — the men were executed 
on Aug. 23, 1927. They claimed they were innocent until the moment 
of their deaths. 

Discussion Questions 

32. What is communism?  
 
33. Why did the Red Scare happen? (be as detailed as possible in 

your response) 
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Chinese Exclusion Act (1882) 

  
"Young Aristocrats," 
Pictures of Old 
Chinatown, by  
Arnold Genthe, 1908. 

The Chinese 

Exclusion Act was 

the first major law 

restricting 

immigration to the 

United States. It was 

enacted in response 

to economic fears, 

especially on the 

West Coast, where 

native-born 

Americans attributed 

unemployment and 

declining wages to 

Chinese workers 

whom they also 

viewed as racially 

inferior. The Chinese Exclusion Act, signed into law on May 6, 1882, 

by President Chester A. Arthur, effectively halted Chinese immigration 

for ten years and prohibited Chinese from becoming U.S. citizens. 

Through the Geary Act of 1892, the law was extended for another ten 

years before becoming permanent in 1902. 

After the Gold Rush of 1849, the Chinese were drawn to the West 

Coast as a center of economic opportunity where, for example, they 

helped build the first transcontinental railroad by working on the 

Central Pacific from 1864 to 1869. The Chinese Exclusion Act 

http://nrs.harvard.edu/urn-3:FHCL:1136237
http://nrs.harvard.edu/urn-3:FHCL:1136237
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foreshadowed the immigration-restriction acts of the 1920s, 

culminating in the National Origins Act of 1929, which capped overall 

immigration to the United States at 150,000 per year and barred 

Asian immigration. 

The law was repealed by the Magnuson Act in 1943 during World 

War II, when China was an ally in the war against imperial Japan. 

Nevertheless, the 1943 act still allowed only 105 Chinese immigrants 

per year, reflecting persisting prejudice against the Chinese in 

American immigration policy. It was not until the Immigration Act of 

1965, which eliminated previous national-origins policy, that large-

scale Chinese immigration to the United States was allowed to begin 

again after a hiatus of over 80 years. 

Discussion Questions 

34. Go online and compare/contrast the Chinese Exclusion Act with 
the current temporary ban on Muslim Immigration. Include the 
following factors in your comparison: 

a) Why was the restrictive immigration passed? 
b) What groups of people are affected? 
c) How long is the restriction in place? 
d) What effect(s) will this have for the United States and its relations 

with other countries? 

  



Unit 4: Industrial Revolution & Immigration 
 

Page - 26 - of 33 

 

The Progressive Movement 

The Progressive Era (1890 - 1920) 

Progressivism is the term applied to a variety of responses to the 
economic and social problems rapid industrialization introduced to 
America. Progressivism began as a social movement and grew into a 
political movement.  

The early progressives rejected Social Darwinism. In other words, 
they were people who believed that the problems society faced 
(poverty, violence, greed, racism, class warfare) could best be 
addressed by providing good education, a safe environment, and an 
efficient workplace. Progressives lived mainly in the cities, were 
college educated, and believed that government could be a tool for 
change. Social reformers, like Jane Addams, and journalists, like 
Jacob Riis and Ida Tarbel, were powerful voices for progressivism. 
They concentrated on exposing the evils of corporate greed, 
combating fear of immigrants, and urging Americans to think hard 
about what democracy meant. Other local leaders encouraged 
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Americans to register to vote, fight political corruption, and let the 
voting public decide how issues should best be addressed (the 
initiative, the referendum, and the recall).  

On a national level, progressivism gained a strong voice in the White 
House when Theodore Roosevelt became president in 1901. 
Roosevelt believed that strong corporations were good for America, 
but he also believed that corporate behavior must be watched to 
ensure that corporate greed did not get out of hand (trust-busting and 
federal regulation of business).  

Progressivism ended with World War I when the horrors of war 
exposed people's cruelty and many Americans associated 
President Woodrow Wilson’s use of progressive language ("the war to 
make the world safe for democracy") with the war. 

Discussion Questions 

35. What is the platform2 of the Progressive political movement?  
 
36. As indicated in this booklet (and/or discussed in class), there 

were a variety of tactics used by the progressive movement: 

 Exposing political corruption (see Muckrakers) 

 Prohibition (will be discussed in Unit 5, specifically the prohibition 
of alcohol) 

 Calling for an end to child labor (see Child Labor) 

 Labor Unions – organizations of common workers that would 
stage strikes if their demands for increased wages and benefits 
were not met. 

 Strikes – When large groups of workers refuse to do their job in 
the hopes of changing their working conditions for the better. 

a) Which of these techniques would be the most effective? 
Make your claim and then back it up with evidence. 

 

  

                                                 
2 The declared policy of a political group. 
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Muckrakers  

Muckrakers were investigative reporters and writers during 
the Industrial Revolution who wrote about corruption and injustices in 
order to make changes in society. The term was actually coined by 
the progressive president Theodore Roosevelt in his 1906 speech 
"The Man With the Muck Rake" referring to a passage in John 
Bunyan's Pilgrim Progress.  
 
The following are some of the most famous muckrakers of their day 
with the major works that helped expose issues and corruption in 
America between 1902 and the start of World War I (1914-1918). 

 

Upton Sinclair, Author 
of The Jungle and 
Muckraker.  

1.  Upton Sinclair 

- The Jungle 

Upton Sinclair (1878-1968) 
published his 
groundbreaking book The 
Jungle in 1904. This book 
gave a wholly unsavory 
look at the meatpacking 
industry in Chicago, Illinois. 
His book became an 
instant bestseller and led to 
the passage of the Meat 
Inspection Act and the 
Pure Food and Drug Act. 
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2.  Ida Tarbell - The History of the Standard Oil 

Company 

Ida Tarbell (1857-1944) published The History of the Standard Oil 
Company in 1904 after having written it in serial form for McClure's 
Magazine. She had spent a number of years investigating the 
business practices of John D. Rockefeller and Standard Oil and 
written this exposé of the information she found. Her investigative 
reporting caused a furor that helped lead to the breakup of Standard 
Oil in 1911. 

3.  Jacob Riis - How the Other Half Lives 

Jacob Riis (1849-1914) published How the Other Half Lives: Studies 
Among the Tenements of New York in 1890. This book combined text 
with photos to produce a truly disturbing picture of the living 
conditions of the poor in the Lower East Side of Manhattan. His book 
led to tenements being torn down and improvements being made to 
the area including the building of sewers and the implementation of 
garbage collection. 

4.  Lincoln Steffens - The Shame of the Cities 

Lincoln Steffens (1866-1936) published The Shame of the Cities in 
1904. This book sought to show the corruption in local governments 
throughout America. It was basically a compilation of magazine 
articles published in McClure's Magazine in 1902 about the corruption 
in St. Louis, Minneapolis, Pittsburgh, Philadelphia, Chicago, and New 
York. 

5.  Ray Stannard Baker - The Right to Work 

Ray Stannard Baker (1870-1946) wrote "The Right to Work" in 1903 
for McClure's Magazine. This article detailed the plight of coal miners 
including scabs (non-striking workers) who were often untrained yet 
had to work in the dangerous conditions of the mines while fending off 
attacks from union workers. 
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6.  John Spargo - The Bitter Cry of Children 

John Spargo (1876-1966) wrote The Bitter Cry of Children in 1906. 
This book detailed the terrible conditions of child labor in America. 
While many were fighting against child labor in America, Spargo's 
book was the most widely read and most influential as it detailed the 
dangerous working condition of boys in coal mines. 

Discussion Questions 

37. Which muckraker reformer do you think accomplished the most 
good and helped the most people? 

 
38. If you were a reporter, what issue(s) would you investigate in your 

home town? Why? 
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Shelby v. Holder (2013) 

The Supreme Court ruled 5-4 that Section 4 of the Voting Rights Act 
of 1965 was unconstitutional. Section 4 lays out the formulas for how 
the Justice Department enforces Section 5 of the Voting Rights Act. 
Section 5 requires that the states identified with a history of 
discrimination obtain approval from the federal government before 
they can make changes to their election law. Section 4 formulas as of 
2013 mandated that "Alabama, Alaska, Arizona, Georgia, Louisiana, 
Mississippi, South Carolina, Texas, and Virginia in their entirety; and 
parts of California, Florida, Michigan, New York, North Carolina, and 
South Dakota" ask for preclearance for electoral law 
changes. After Shelby County v. Holder, these states are free to 
make changes to election law or district maps without approval from 
the Justice Department. Without Section 4, the Justice Department 
has fewer legal resources for challenging election laws it finds 
discriminatory. 
 
The Supreme Court found Section 4 unconstitutional because of the 
age of the coverage formulas. The Supreme Court's 
opinion notes: "voting discrimination still exists; no one doubts that. 
The question is whether the Act’s extraordinary measures, including 
its disparate treatment of the States, continue to satisfy constitutional 
requirements. As we put it a short time ago, 'the Act imposes current 
burdens and must be justified by current needs.'” In other words, the 
Supreme Court is telling Congress, "if you want to keep Section 5, 
you better make new rules." 
 
Within two years, many of the Southern states listed above, whose 
legislatures were controlled by the Republican Party, had enacted 
voting law changes that specifically disenfranchised African-American 
and Hispanic voters in those states. 
 
How did these states disenfranchise African-American and Hispanic 
voters? See the list that follows. 
  

http://www.supremecourt.gov/opinions/12pdf/12-96_6k47.pdf
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1. Gerrymandering: Redrawing district lines to benefit your 
political party. 

 
 

2. Early Voting period reduced: More African-Americans 
participate in early voting than any other racial group of 
voters. 

3. You must vote in your own precinct: More African-
Americans vote outside their precinct than whites. 

4. Eliminated registration and voting on the same day: More 
African-Americans and Hispanics use same-day 
registration/voting than whites. 
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Discussion Questions 

39. One of the many corrupt practices the Progressive Movement 
attempted to tackle was the disenfranchising Jim Crow laws (see 
the Reconstruction booklet) present all throughout the South. 
Given the information above, compare and contrast the Jim Crow 
laws of the South with the laws created by the majority white 
Republican Party post Shelby. After comparing and contrasting 
the two sets of laws/situations, make a claim as to the morality of 
the actions of the Republican Party and then back up your claim 
with evidence from the text. 
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