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LEARNING TARGETS: 
1. I can explain the causes and outcomes of the Mexican-American War. 
2. I can show how the Mexican-American lead to the Civil War. 
3. I can explain the causes of the Civil War. 
4. I can explain how the growing sectionalism brought attention to the 

issue of slavery. 
5. I can diagram a plantation and the reliance on enslaved labor. 
6. I can create a graphic organizer on the various Abolitionist Leaders and 

their impact on ending slavery. 
7. I can compare and contrast violent and nonviolent resistance to slavery. 
8. I can illustrate how the leadership of John Brown and Nat Turner turned 

to violent resistance to slavery. 
9. I can give examples of different methods used by abolitionists of the 

19th century. 
10. I can compare and contrast the Compromise of 1850 and the Missouri 

Compromise. 
11. I can illustrate the impact of the Underground Railroad. 
12. I can express how the Kansas-Nebraska Act led to popular sovereignty. 
13. I can demonstrate how the leadership of Lincoln led to conflict between 

North and South. 
14. I can show the cause and effect relationship between Lincoln’s Election 

and Southern Secession. 
15. I can draw similarities between the Declaration of Independence and the 

Southern Secession Ordinances. 
16. I can demonstrate how the Supreme Court’s decision on Dred Scott 

reflected the prevailing attitudes of the time. 
17. I can compare and contrast the Supreme Court’s decision on Dred Scott 

with the Supreme Court’s decision on a modern case. 
18. I can describe North Carolina’s contribution to the Civil War. 
19. I can create an annotated timeline on the events of the American Civil 

War. 
20. I can create a claim about which Civil War leader was the most 

effective. 
21. I can support my claim about effective Civil War leaders with evidence 

from the text. 
22. I can demonstrate how the geography and history of antebellum 

America contributed to the differences between the CSA and USA. 
23. I can craft an argument comparing and contrasting the Emancipation 

Proclamation and the Gettysburg Address. 
24. I can theorize where the Civil War ends. 



Unit 3: The Civil War 

 

pg. - 2 - 
 

25. I can assess the impact of Lincoln’s assassination of the country. 
26. I can list the Reconstruction Amendments. 
27. I can compare and contrast the Reconstruction Amendments. 
28. I can create a plan on Reconstruction. 
29. I can evaluate the expansion of rights for African Americans at the end 

of Reconstruction. 
30. I can support my claim about the expansion of rights with evidence. 
31. I can define a Carpet Bagger and their impact on the South. 
32. I can illustrate the impact of poll taxes and literacy test on African 

Americans following the Reconstruction. 
33. I can show the cause and effect between the end of slavery and rise in 

Sharecropping. 
34. I can summarize the rise of White Leagues and KKK in the Southern 

States. 
35. I can integrate visual and textual information to access the fairness of 

poll taxes and literacy tests. 
36. I can make a claim about entering the Civil War. 
37. I can organize evidence logically to support my claim about entering the 

Civil War.   
38. I can acknowledge opposing claims about entering the Civil War. 

 

DEFINITIONS: 
1. The North (a.k.a. The Union or the United States): Those states in 

the northern part of the United States that generally DID NOT allow 
slavery. 

2. The South (a.k.a. The Confederacy or the Confederate States): 
Those states in the southern part of the United States that generally DID 
allow slavery. 

3. Compromise: An agreement made between two sides where each side 
gives up something it wants in order for the agreement to be made. 

4. Petitioned: Asked. 
5. Sectionalism: Loyalty to one’s own region or section, rather than to 

your entire country (which is composed of many regions or sections). 
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VIII. The Underground Railroad (NOT an actual 

railroad) 
• Referred to the network of abolitionists helping slaves escape from 

the South into the free North. 

• Why do you think they referred to the network as an underground 
railroad?        

 

Directions: Follow along with the power point, and for each 
photograph shown, answer the following questions: 

1. In one sentence or more, describe the object or objects. 
2. Create a small journal entry from the perspective of an escaped 

slave along the underground railroad. The journal entry must 
be: 

a. 1st person perspective 
b. Reference the photographs shown 
c. 50 words or more 

 

IX. The end 
• General Robert E. Lee of the South surrendered to General Ulysses 

S. Grant of the North at the McLean house in the village of 
Appomattox Court House, Virginia on April 9, 1865. 

 
1. You’ve just been fighting a FOUR year long war with the South. 

What would you do to the South if you were the president of the 
North? Why?      
       
     

2. Narrative Essay: Write an essay imagining what it might be like to 
be a returning soldier from either the North or the South. What 
experiences did you have during the Civil War? How do you feel 
about how the war ended? What might you find when you return 
home?  

o Format: 1st person perspective 
o Length: 100 words 
o Illustration: Include at least one appropriate picture 

indicative of your essay (if you described the battle of 
Gettysburg, Pennsylvania, include a picture showing the 
battle). 
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Six Causes of the Civil War 
 

1
st
 Cause: The Mexican-American War 

 

DIRECTIONS: Take a minute to examine the map below. 

 

United States Mexico 

Number of soldiers Number of soldiers 
1846 8,600 1846 60,000 

1848 32,000 
59,000 militia 

1848 34,000 

Total Casualties 13,000 Total Casualties 16,000 
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Discussion Questions 
Q1) Based on the map above, where did the United States invade Mexico? 
Why do you think they chose those areas to invade? 
Q2) Based on the table above, which side would you predict to win at the 
beginning of the war in 1846? Why? 
Q3) Compare the number of casualties for both sides in the war. Based on 
the table, how do you account for the drop in number of soldiers for Mexico 
between 1846 and 1848? 
Q4) Based on the table above, which side would you predict to win in 1848? 
Why? 
Q5) What do you think Mexico could have done to win this war? 

Mexican-American War - Notes 

• Before the war Americans had illegally entered into Mexican territory, 
and once they outnumbered the Mexicans, voted for Texas (which was 
part of Mexico at that time) to secede from Mexico. After defeating the 
Mexican army, Texas became its own country in 1836. Part of the 
reason many Americans wanted Texas to leave Mexico was slavery was 
illegal in Mexico, and many Americans living in Texas owned slaves. 

• Mexico still claimed Texas as its own land. In 1845, Texas voted to join 
the U.S. and invited the U.S. army into Texas and in short order 
American soldiers entered Texas territory. Mexico also sent soldiers to 
Texas and fired first at what they saw as invading American soldiers, 
starting the war.  

• The Mexican War lasted from April 25, 1846 – February 2, 1848. Even 
though at the start of the war the U.S. was outnumbered 60,000 
(Mexican Army) to 8,600 (American Army), the war ended with 
Mexico’s surrender to the United States and the signing of the Treaty of 
Guadalupe Hidalgo, in which Mexico gave up over half of its territory to 
the United States in exchange for $15 million dollars. 

• Many American soldiers in the war, such as Robert E. Lee, Winfield 
Scott, and Ulysses S. Grant, gained a lot of battle experience in the 
Mexican War and would later become important generals in the 
American Civil War. 

Discussion Questions 

Q6) Why did the war begin? 

Q7) Who started the war? How? 

Q8) Was the war resolved fairly? Explain and cite your source(s). 
Q9) What effect do you predict this war will have on the American Civil 
War that would later start in 1861? 
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3. Do we fight Total Wars today? Why     
 

• Western theater 
1. The North won most of the battles in the west, mainly due 

to poor leadership among their Southern opponents, such 
as General Braxton Bragg of North Carolina, who was 
regarded as a terrible general by everyone, even his own 
soldiers. 

 

VII. Important People 

Directions: Use the previous pages in your Civil War 
handout and your prior knowledge to briefly describe each of 
the important people below. 

1. Abraham Lincoln:       
2. Winfield Scott:       
3. Robert E. Lee:       
4. Ulysses S. Grant:       
5. William T. Sherman:      
6. Braxton Bragg:       
7. Jefferson Davis: The president of the Confederate States of America 

(The South) 
8. Harriet Tubman: Known as “Moses”, helped with the Underground 

Railroad  
 



Unit 3: The Civil War 

 

pg. - 28 - 
 

VI. Battles 

11. Sherman’s March to the Sea. 
• Ulysses S. Grant was the general in charge of all 

the North’s armies, and he ordered General 
William T. Sherman on his march to the sea from 
Atlanta to the Atlantic Ocean from November 15, 
1864 to December 21, 1864. 

 
 
 
1. Examine the picture above (that is depicting Total War), describe what 
you see AND what you think is going on.    
        
         
2. Do you agree with Total War? Why?     
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Technological Advances during the Mexican War 
 
DIRECTIONS: The following inventions gave the United States an 
advantage over the Mexican Army during the war. Explain WHY you think 
each invention was an advantage AND a disadvantage. 

 

TRAVEL 
 
Steamboat: A ship 
that burns coal and 
can travel in any 
direction even 
without wind, 
unlike a sailing 
ship. 
 
Railroads & 

Trains 

  
  

Q10) What advantages in travel technology do we have today compared to 
the steamboat and railroads? 
Q11) What disadvantages are there to our travel technology today? 

COMMUNICATION 
 
Telegraph: A primitive version of a phone, no voices are heard, instead you 
hear beeps that represent letters. It takes a lot of training to figure out what 
beeps represent what letters. 

 

Q12) What advantages in communication do we have today compared to the 
telegraph? 
Q13) What disadvantages are there in our communications technology 
today? 
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2
nd

 cause: Plantation vs. Factory Economies 

Factory vs. Plantation in the North and South: 

Quote 1) “During the first half of the 19th century, economic differences 
between the regions also increased. By 1860 cotton was the chief crop of the 
South, and it represented 57 percent of all U.S. exports. The profitability of 
cotton, known as King Cotton, completed the South's dependence on the 
plantation system and its essential component, slavery. The North was by 
then firmly established as an industrial society. Labor was needed, but not 
slave labor.” 

—Source: "Civil War, American." Microsoft Encarta Online Encyclopedia 

2000 

Quote 2) “Five years ago Mr. and Mrs. Kirke Boott took up their residence at 
Lowell where there was then no building except one or two little hovels, but 
last night we went over very extensive cotton manufacturies that have sprung 
up since that time, and on every side fresh ones are starting into life. This 
State is so very bad for agricultural purposes that they are driven to 
manufactures to gain a livelihood?” 

—Margaret Hall, writing about Lowell, Massachusetts 

October 13, 1827 

Q14) What can you conclude from quote 1 about cotton and its importance to 
the South? 

Q15) What can you conclude from quote 2 about the importance of factories 
in the North? 
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VI. Battles 
• Eastern Theater2 

• The South, in the beginning, won many battles in the east, mainly 
due to the superior leadership of  generals as Robert E. Lee. 

• Battle of Gettysburg 
3. The only major battle in the Civil War fought in the North. 
4. The North had 93,000 soldiers. 
5. The South had 71,000 soldiers. 
6. The North won, and the South was forced to retreat. 
7. The Southern general was Robert E. Lee. 
8. The Northern general was George Meade. 
9. The battle lasted from July 1, 1863 to July 3, 1863, a total 

of 3 days of fighting. 
10. It was the bloodiest battle of the war, with about 23,000 

dead on each side. 
 
1. The British were looking on with great interest as the United States 
(North) and Confederate States (South) fought. What do you think the 
British would have done if the South had won the Battle of Gettysburg? 
Why?         
2. How would the British coming in to fight during the Civil War have 
changed the outcome?      
         
3. With a total of 46,000 dead in the Battle of Gettysburg, it was a massive 
loss of life. To truly understand how significant the number of dead killed 
that day, let’s compare it to our day-to-day lives. 
 a. If 46,000 people died in a year, about how many people would  

die every day? 
b. If 4,600 soldiers died in the 9 years of American fighting in Iraq, 
how many times larger is the number of deaths in just the one battle 
of Gettysburg? 
c. If there are 1,200 students at Carrington, how many schools’ 
worth of students died at Gettysburg? 
d. If it took you 10 seconds to say the name of each soldier that died 
at the Battle of Gettysburg, how long would it take you to say the 
name of every soldier that died at the battle?

                                                 
2 Theater = area of combat. 
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• Discussion Questions on the Second Battle of Bull 

Run (Second Manassas) 

1. What strategies did each side use to try and 
achieve victory? 

2. What technology proved to be instrumental in 
the Confederate victory? Explain. 
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Q16) Which are the food crops for the owners and slaves? 
 
Q17) Which are the commercial crops to be sold for production in factories? 

 

By 1820, the USA was exporting 400,000 bales of cotton a year; by 1861, it 
was 4 million bales. By the start of the Civil War, cotton had over 
taken sugar and tobacco as the foremost traded crop in the world. By 1861, 
the USA produced 66 percent of all the raw cotton exported around the 
world and most of it went to Lancashire, United Kingdom, which produced 
66 percent of all the cotton fabric that was traded world-wide!  
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3
rd

 cause: Sectionalism  

Q18) Looking at the chart, what did each side do to protect their sectional 
interests? 

4
th

 cause: Slavery: 

The Missouri Compromise of 1820 divided the United States into free 
states if they were north of the Missouri Compromise Line and slave states if 
they were south of the Missouri Compromise line. 
 

Q19) What danger would there be in dividing the country into these two 
halves? 
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Maj. Gen. Fitz John Porter's V Corps, Longstreet's 
army of 25,000 men in five divisions counterattacked 
in the largest, simultaneous mass assault of the war. 
The Union left flank was crushed and the army was 
driven back to Bull Run. Only an effective Union 
rearguard action prevented a replay of the First 
Manassas disaster. Pope's retreat to Centreville was 
nonetheless precipitous. 
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VI. Battles 

• The Second Battle of Bull Run or Second Manassas was 
fought August 28–30, 1862, as part of the American Civil 
War. It was the culmination of an offensive campaign waged 
by Confederate Gen. Robert E. Lee's Army of Northern 
Virginia against Union Maj. Gen. John Pope's Army of 
Virginia, and a battle of much larger scale and numbers than 
the First Battle of Bull Run (First Manassas) fought in 1861 
on the same ground. 

1. Following a wide-ranging flanking march, 
Confederate Maj. Gen. Thomas J. "Stonewall" 
Jackson captured the Union supply depot at Manassas 
Junction, threatening Pope's line of communications 
with Washington, D.C. Withdrawing a few miles to 
the northwest, Jackson took up defensive positions on 
Stony Ridge. On August 28, 1862, Jackson’s army of 
30,000 soldiers attacked a Union column just east of 
Gainesville, at Brawner's Farm, resulting in a 
stalemate. On that same day, the wing of Lee's army 
commanded by Maj. Gen. James Longstreet broke 
through light Union resistance in the Battle of 
Thoroughfare Gap and approached the battlefield. 

2. Pope became convinced that he had trapped Jackson 
and concentrated the bulk of his army of 62,000 men 
against Jackson. On August 29, Pope launched a 
series of assaults against Jackson's position along an 
unfinished railroad. The attacks were repulsed with 
heavy casualties on both sides. At noon, Longstreet 
arrived on the field from Thoroughfare Gap and took 
position on Jackson's right flank. On August 30, Pope 
renewed his attacks, seemingly unaware that 
Longstreet was on the field. When massed 
Confederate artillery1 devastated a Union assault by 

                                                 
1 Cannons. 

Unit 3: The Civil War 

 

pg. - 9 - 
 

Dred Scott case 

Born into slavery in Virginia around 1800, Dred Scott traveled westward to 

St. Louis with his master, Peter Blow, for almost thirty years. Following his master’s 

death, Scott was sold to an army surgeon named John Emerson. Emerson’s army unit 

soon transferred to Illinois and then Wisconsin. Though slavery was outlawed in 

these territories, many army officers brought their slaves with them. It was in 

Wisconsin that Scott married Harriet Robinson, who then also belonged to John 

Emerson. 

By 1842 the Scotts were back in St. Louis. The following year, Emerson 

died and ownership of the Scotts passed to Emerson’s widow. It was at this point that 

Scott attempted to purchase his freedom from Mrs. Emerson, but she refused his 

offer. Following the refusal, Dred Scott sued for his freedom in a Missouri court in 

1846. This started a long legal battle that eventually ended up at the Supreme Court. 

It should be noted that soon after 1846, Mrs. Emerson sold the Scotts to her brother, 

John Sandford, who lived in New York. Since the case now concerned parties from 

different states, the Scotts were allowed to bring their case before the Supreme Court.  

When the decision was read in March 1857, Chief Justice Roger B. Taney handed 

down the majority position. The decision effectively and legally labeled the Scotts 

non-citizens that lacked the right to appear before the Court.  

Question 20) What effect does this decision have on the Missouri 

Compromise of 1820? What effect does this decision have on the ability of 

African-Americans to make their legal claims heard? 
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The Compromise of 1850  

Henry Clay, U.S. senator from Kentucky, was determined to find a solution. 
In 1820 he had resolved a fiery debate over the spread of slavery with his 
Missouri Compromise. Now, thirty years later, the matter surfaced again 
within the walls of the Capitol. But this time the stakes were higher -- 
nothing less than keeping the Union together. 
 
There were several points at issue:  
 
Issue 1) The United States had recently acquired a vast territory -- the result 
of its war with Mexico. Should the territory allow slavery, or should it be 
declared free? Or maybe the inhabitants should be allowed to choose for 
themselves?  
Issue 2) California -- a territory that had grown tremendously with the gold 
rush of 1849, had recently petitioned Congress to enter the Union as a free 
state. Should this be allowed? Ever since the Missouri Compromise of 1820, 
the balance between slave states and free states had been maintained; any 
proposal that threatened this balance would almost certainly not win 
approval.  
Issue 3) There was a dispute over land: Texas claimed that its territory 
extended all the way to Santa Fe.  
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Washington, D.C. Both armies were sobered by the 
fierce fighting and many casualties, and realized the 
war was going to be much longer and bloodier than 
either had anticipated. 

 
• Discussion Questions on the First Battle of Bull Run 

(Manassas) 

1. What strategies did each side use to try and 
achieve victory? 

2. What technology proved to be instrumental in 
the Confederate victory? Explain. 
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Issue 4) Finally, there was Washington, D.C. Not only did the nation's 
capital allow slavery, it was home to the largest slave market in North 
America.  
 

On January 29, 1850, the 70-year-old Clay presented a compromise. With 
the help of Stephen Douglas, a young Democrat from Illinois, a series of 
bills that would make up the compromise were ushered through Congress. 
 
According to the compromise of 1850: 
 

• Texas would relinquish the land in dispute but, in compensation, be 
given 10 million dollars -- money it would use to pay off its debt to 
Mexico.  

• Also, the territories of New Mexico, Nevada, Arizona, and Utah 
would be organized without mention of slavery. (The decision 
would be made by the territories' inhabitants later, when they 
applied for statehood.)  

• Regarding Washington, the slave trade would be abolished in the 
District of Columbia, although slavery would still be permitted.  

• Finally, California would be admitted as a free state. To pacify 
slave-state politicians, who would have objected to the imbalance 
created by adding another free state, the Fugitive Slave Act was 
passed. 

• The Fugitive Slave Law 

• Passed by Congress on September 18, 1850 

• Declared that all runaway slaves be brought back 

to their masters. 

• Abolitionists nicknamed it the "Bloodhound Law" 

for the dogs that were used to track down 

runaway slaves. 

Q21) How did the Compromise of 1850 deal with all four issues? 
Q22) If you were a slave that escaped to the North how might this law 
impact you? 
Q23) How did the Mexican-American War affect slavery and therefore 
become a cause of the American Civil War? 
Q24) Create a venn diagram comparing/contrasting the Missouri 
Compromise and the Compromise of 1850. 
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The Kansas–Nebraska Act of 1854 shattered whatever peace was 
gained by the Compromise of 1850. In addition to organizing the U.S. 
Territories of Kansas and Nebraska, the act attempted to deal with 
the extension of slavery into this region by allowing the settlers in 
each territory to decide the question for themselves through popular 
sovereignty.  
 
Popular Sovereignty: The belief that it was up to the voters in each 
state to decide whether or not slavery should be allowed within that 
state. 
 

 
U. S. Senator Stephen Douglas, who championed this policy of 
popular sovereignty and included it in the Kansas–Nebraska Act, 
unwittingly set off a firestorm of protest among those committed to 
stopping the spread of slavery. One such person was former 
Congressman Abraham Lincoln, who strongly opposed any policy 
that could extend slavery into the territories. 
 

Q25) Create a venn diagram comparing/contrasting the Kansas-Nebraska 
Act and the Compromise of 1850. 
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VI. Battles 

• The First Battle of Bull Run, also known as First Manassas 
(the name used by Confederate forces), was fought on July 
21, 1861, in Prince William County, Virginia, near the city of 
Manassas. It was the first major land battle of the American 
Civil War. 

• Just months after the start of the war at Fort Sumter, 
the Northern public clamored for a march against the 
Confederate capital of Richmond, Virginia, which 
they expected to bring an early end to the rebellion. 
Yielding to political pressure, Brig. Gen. Irvin 
McDowell led his inexperienced Union Army of 
35,000 men across the river known as Bull Run 
against the equally inexperienced Confederate Army 
of Brig. Gen. P. G. T. Beauregard (some 20,000 
soldiers) camped near the town of Manassas 
Junction. McDowell's ambitious plan for a surprise 
flank attack on the Confederate left was poorly 
executed by his officers and men; nevertheless, the 
Confederates, who had been planning to attack the 
Union left flank, found themselves at an initial 
disadvantage. 

• Confederate reinforcements (12,000 soldiers) under 
Brig. Gen. Joseph E. Johnston arrived from the 
Shenandoah Valley by railroad and the course of the 
battle quickly changed. A brigade of Virginians 
under a relatively unknown colonel from the Virginia 
Military Institute, Thomas J. Jackson, stood their 
ground and Jackson received his famous nickname, 
"Stonewall Jackson". The Confederates then 
launched a strong counterattack, and as the Union 
troops began withdrawing under fire, many panicked 
and it turned into a rout as McDowell's men 
frantically ran without order in the direction of 
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5. Gatling Gun: A machine gun, only portable via the back of a 
horse-drawn wagon. 

 

Question 46) How would this invention have changed the way soldiers 
fought? (Soldiers used to fight by clumping up into lines)  

 
6. Imagine you were a time traveler and could bring back one piece of 

technology to help either the 
North or South. What would 
that technology be, and how 
would it change the Civil 
War? Briefly sketch it out 
below. 
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5
th

 cause: Lincoln’s election as U.S. president in 

1860  
 

• Abraham Lincoln: 
o Argued against laws dividing the United States into free 

and slave states. 
o Gave a speech in 1859 in New York City denouncing 

slavery. 
o Became leader of the Republican party, which back then 

supported abolition, unlike today’s Republican party. 
o When Lincoln won the presidential election of November 

6, 1860, he carried almost all the Northern states, but did 
not win a single Southern state. 

o Lincoln declared, “A house divided against itself cannot 

stand. I believe this government cannot last forever, 

half slave and half free. I do not expect the house to 

fall-but I do expect it will cease to be divided.” 
 

Q26) Why was Lincoln’s election a cause for the start of the Civil 
War? 
 
Q27) How does the Republican party of the 1860s compare with 
today’s Republican party? 
 
Q28) What do you think Lincoln was trying to say in his declaration? 

 

6
th

 cause: Fort Sumter, South Carolina 
• The Southern states warned that they would secede from the United 

States if Lincoln was elected president. After Lincoln’s election, South 
Carolina became the first southern state to secede on December 20, 1860 
and North Carolina was the last to secede on May 20, 1861. 

• Lincoln decided to send soldiers to South Carolina. South Carolina 
responded by firing on these soldiers at Fort Sumter. The Civil War had 
begun. 

 

Question 29) In your opinion, did Lincoln make the right decision? Why? 
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I. DIRECTIONS: Use the map on the projector screen to: 
a) Color the North, the North’s territories, and the South in 

THREE different colors. 
b) Label each territory appropriately. 
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V. Technology 
• The Civil War was considered the first modern war. Many new 

forms of technology were seen, including: 

1. Rifles: These guns had the inside of their barrels rifled (grooved), 
so that it would put a spin on the bullet. 

2. Ironclads: Ships made entirely of metal. 

 
3. Mines: An underwater bomb that would explode when a ship 

bumped into it. 

4. Submarines: Ships that could travel underwater. They did not 
have any way of seeing where they were going unless the ship went 
up to the surface of the water. 

 
Question 42) Why would you want to put a spin on a bullet? (think of 
throwing a football)? 
Question 43) What advantage would there be to an ironclad compared 
to a wooden sailing ship? What disadvantage would there be? 
Question 44) What advantage would there be to a mine? What 
disadvantage? 
Question 45) Look at the picture on the next page of a submarine and 
tell me its greatest advantage AND its greatest disadvantage. 
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IV. Emancipation Proclamation of 1862 
• On September 22, 1862, Lincoln announced that he would 

issue a formal emancipation of all slaves in any state of the 
Confederate States of America that did not return to Union 
control by January 1, 1863 

• An executive (presidential) order issued on January 1, 1863. 

• Freed 3.1 million of 4 million slaves in the nation. 

• It only freed slaves in the Confederacy, it did NOT free slaves 
in the Union. 

 

Question 38) Why do you think Lincoln only freed slaves in the 
Confederacy? 
 
Question 39) What would you have done if you had been in Lincoln’s 
place? Why? 
 
Question 40) Read the letter written by Lincoln below. Why did Lincoln 
argue that the Civil War was not about slavery, but about saving the Union 
(United States)? 
 
Question 41) Use context clues in the letter below to figure out the meaning 
of the word, forbear, and then tell me what you believe it means. 
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II. Definitions: Use your prior knowledge to define the rest 
of the terms below. 

1. North: The United States, the Union 
2. South: The Confederate States, the Confederacy 
3. Sectionalism:       
4. Compromise:       
5. Slave trade:       
6. Abolish:        
7. Abolitionist:       

 

III. Beginning of the Civil War 

 

Strengths and Weaknesses of the North and the South 

  

Question 30) Which strength do you think is the most significant for 
each side? Explain why. 
 
North:         
     
South:         
 
 
        

 Strengths Weaknesses 

North  1) More people 
2) More factories 
3) More railroads 
4) Larger, better navy 
5) Stronger government 

1) Poor military 
leadership 
2) Less “fighting spirit” 

South 1) Excellent military 
leadership 
2) Protecting their 
homes (more “fighting 
spirit” 

1) Less people 
2) Less factories 
3) Lack of supplies 
(food, guns, etc.) 
4) Less railroads 
5) Smaller navy 
6) Weaker government 
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Question 31) Which weakness do you think is the most significant 
for each side? Explain why. 
 
North: 
 
South: 
 
Question 32) Looking at all the strengths and weaknesses, what do 
you think the North thought about the South’s chances of winning the 
war AND how long it would take to end it? 
 
Question 33) What would the North have to do to overcome its 
weaknesses? 
 
Question 34) What would the South have to do to overcome its 
weaknesses? 
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Union General Winfield Scott (We saw him before in the 
Mexican War) had a plan to win the war against the South. 
 

Question 35) Examine the picture below. Describe what you think 
Scott’s plan was.  
 
Question 36) Why use a snake to represent Scott’s plan? 
 
Question 37) In your Social Studies notebook, draw your own 

unique image to represent Scott’s plan and staple it to this sheet. 
 


