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8th grade Social Studies 

Unit 6 

 

 
1. What important historic event is shown above? 

2. What features of the photograph above best capture your 

attention? Why? 
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36. DIRECTIONS: Complete the chart below using the 

information from this booklet. 

Major Event When 

did it 

occur? 

In 20 words or less, how can you best 

summarize what happened during 

the event? 

Nonviolence 

vs. Jim Crow 
 

 

 

 

Plessy v. 

Ferguson 
 

 

 

 

Brown v. 

Board of 

Education 

 

 

 

 

Emmett Till  

 

 

 

 

I have a 

Dream speech 
  

 

 
Montgomery 

Bus Boycott 
 

 

 

 

Civil Rights 

Act 
 

 

 

 

 

Voting Rights 

Act 
 

 

 

 

 

Fair Housing 

Act 
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Civil Rights Movement - Summary 

The Civil Rights Act of 1964 
Under the Civil Rights Act, segregation on the grounds of race, 
religion or national origin was banned at all places of public 
accommodation, including courthouses, parks, restaurants, 
theaters, sports arenas and hotels. No longer could blacks and 
other minorities be denied service simply based on the color of 
their skin. The act also barred race, religious, national origin 
and gender discrimination by employers and labor unions, and 
created an Equal Employment Opportunity Commission with 
the power to file lawsuits on behalf of aggrieved

1
 workers. 

 
Additionally, the act forbade the use of federal funds for any 
discriminatory program, authorized the Office of Education 
(now the Department of Education) to assist with school 
desegregation, gave extra clout

2
 to the Commission on Civil 

Rights and prohibited the unequal application of voting 
requirements. For famed civil rights leader Martin Luther King 
Jr., it was nothing less than a “second emancipation.” 

 
35. If the Civil Rights Act of 1964 was the second 

emancipation, what was the first emancipation? 

After the Civil Rights Act  
The Civil Rights Act was later expanded to bring disabled 
Americans, the elderly and women in collegiate athletics under 
its umbrella. It also paved the way for two major follow-up laws: 
the Voting Rights Act of 1965, which prohibited literacy tests 
and other discriminatory voting practices, and the Fair Housing 
Act of 1968, which banned discrimination in the sale, rental 
and financing of property. Though the struggle against racism 
would continue, legal segregation had been brought to its 
knees. 

  

                                                           
1
 Legally injured. 

2
 Power. 
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Vocabulary 
• Civil Rights Movement: A period in time from 1954 to 

1968 where African-Americans and other racial minorities 

protested for equal rights in the United States. 

• Integration: The practice of different races living and 

working together. 

• Segregation: The practice of separating the different races, 

most widely-practiced in the American South. 

• Separate but Equal: A policy of segregation, it operated 

under the belief that it was okay to segregate white people 

and colored people so long as they had equal treatment. 

E.g. White restrooms and colored restrooms. White water 

fountains and colored water fountains. 

 
3. Given what you know, why do you think Separate but 

Equal was not really equal? Briefly explain.  

4. Answer the question above a second time after you have 

read this entire booklet AND explain why your answer 

either remained the same or changed. 
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Nonviolence vs. Jim Crow (1942) 

 
This 1942 essay provides just one example of many 
challenges to segregation in transportation prior to the 
Montgomery Bus Boycott. Readers also learn that the strategy 
of nonviolence has a long history in the United States and they 
are introduced to an unsung hero in the Civil Rights Movement, 
Bayard Rustin. The reference to the F.O.R. in the essay is the 
Fellowship of Reconciliation, an interfaith organization 
committed to active nonviolence as a transforming way of life 
and as a means of radical change. Formed in 1915, 
the Fellowship of Reconciliation is still active today. 
By Bayard Rustin 

 
 

Recently I was planning to go 
from Louisville to Nashville by 
bus. I bought my ticket, 
boarded the bus, and, instead 
of going to the back, sat 
down in the second seat. The 
driver saw me, got up, and 
came toward me. 

“Hey, you. You’re supposed 
to sit in the back seat.” 

“Why?” 

“Because that’s the law. 
Niggers ride in back.” 

I said, “My friend, I believe 
that is an unjust law. If I were 
to sit in back I would be 
condoning injustice.” 

Angry, but not knowing what 
to do, he got out and went 
into the station. He soon 
came out again, got into his 
seat, and started off. 

This routine was gone through at each stop, but each time nothing 
came of it. Finally the driver, in desperation, must have phoned ahead, 
for about thirteen miles north of Nashville I heard sirens approaching. 
The bus came to an abrupt stop, and a police car and two motorcycles 
drew up beside us with a flourish. Four policemen got into the bus, 
consulted shortly with the driver, and came to my seat. 
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stayed put until the store closed, then returned the next 

day with more students from local colleges. 

By February 5, some 300 students had joined the 

protest at Woolworth’s, paralyzing the lunch counter 

and other local businesses. Heavy television coverage of 

the Greensboro sit-ins sparked a sit-in movement that 

spread quickly to college towns throughout the South 

and into the North, as young blacks and whites joined in 

various forms of peaceful protest against segregation in 

libraries, beaches, hotels and other establishments. By 

the end of March the movement had spread to 55 cities 

in 13 states. Though many were arrested for 

trespassing, disorderly conduct or disturbing the peace, 

national media coverage of the sit-ins brought 

increasing attention to the struggle for civil rights for 

African Americans. 

In response to the success of the sit-in movement, 

dining facilities across the South were being integrated 

by the summer of 1960. At the end of July, when many 

local college students were on summer vacation, the 

Greensboro Woolworth’s quietly integrated its lunch 

counter. Four black Woolworth’s employees–Geneva 

Tisdale, Susie Morrison, Anetha Jones and Charles Best–

were the first to be served. 

33. What strategy did the Greensboro Four use to achieve their 

goal of desegregation? Was it effective? Why? 

34. What role did the media play in the desegregation effort? 

Would the effort have succeeded without media coverage? 

Why? 
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Greensboro Sit-In (1960) 
The four young black men who staged the first sit-in in 

Greensboro–Ezell Blair Jr., David Richmond, Franklin 

McCain and Joseph McNeil–were all students from 

North Carolina Agricultural and Technical College. They 

were influenced by the non-violent protest techniques 

practiced by Mohandas Gandhi, as well as an early 

“Freedom Ride” organized by the Congress for Racial 

Equality (CORE) in 1947, in which interracial activists 

rode across the upper South in a bus to test a recent 

Supreme Court decision banning segregation in 

interstate bus travel. The “Greensboro Four”–as they 

became known–had also been spurred to action by the 

brutal murder in 1955 of a young black boy, Emmett Till, 

who had allegedly whistled at a white woman in a 

Mississippi store. 

Blair, Richmond, McCain and McNeil planned their 

protest carefully, and enlisted the help of a local white 

businessman, Ralph Johns, to put their plan into action. 

On February 1, 1960, the four students sat down at the 

lunch counter at the Woolworth’s in downtown 

Greensboro, where the official policy was to refuse 

service to anyone but whites. Denied service, the four 

young men refused to give up their seats. Police arrived 

on the scene, but were unable to take action due to the 

lack of provocation. By that time, Johns had already 

alerted the local media, who had arrived in full force to 

cover the events on television. The “Greensboro Four” 
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“Get up, you –-nigger!” 

‘Why?” I asked. 

“Get up, you black–-!” 

“I believe that I have a right to sit here,” I said quietly. “If I sit in the 
back of the bus I am depriving that child–’ I pointed to a little white child 
of five or six–”of the knowledge that there is injustice here, which I 
believe it is his right to know. It is my sincere conviction that the power 
of love in the world is the greatest power existing. If you have a greater 
power, my friend, you may move me.” 

How much they understood of what I was trying to tell them I do not 
know. By this time they were impatient and angry. As I would not 
move, they began to beat me about the head and shoulders, and I 
shortly found myself knocked to the floor. Then they dragged me out of 
the bus and continued to kick and beat me. 

Knowing that if I tried to get up or protect myself in the first heat of their 
anger they would construe it as an attempt to resist and beat me down 
again, I forced myself to be still and wait for their kicks, one after 
another. Then I stood up, spreading out my arms parallel to the 
ground, and said, “There is no need to beat me. I am not resisting 
you.” 

At this three white men, obviously Southerners by their speech, got out 
of the bus and remonstrated with the police. Indeed, as one of the 
policemen raised his club to strike me, one of them, a little fellow, 
caught hold of it and said, “Don’t you do that!” A second policeman 
raised his club to strike the little man, and I stepped between them, 
facing the man, and said, “Thank you, but there is no need to do that. I 
do not wish to fight. I am protected well.” 

An elderly gentleman, well dressed and also a Southerner, asked the 
police where they were taking me. 

They said, “Nashville.” 

“Don’t worry, son,: he said to me. “I’ll be there to see that you get 
justice.” 

I was put into the back seat of the police car, between two policemen. 
Two others sat in front. During the thirteen-mile ride to town they called 
me every conceivable name and said anything they could think of to 
incite me to violence. I found that I was shaking with nervous strain, 
and to give myself something to do, I took out a piece of paper and a 
pencil, and began to write from memory a chapter from one of Paul’s 
letters. 

When I had written a few sentences, the man on my right said, 
‘What’re you writing?’ and snatched the paper from my hand. He read 
it, then crumpled it into a ball and pushed it in my face. The man on the 
other side gave me a kick. 
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A moment later I happened to catch the eye of the young policeman in 
the front seat. He looked away quickly, and I took renewed courage 
from the realization that he could not meet my eyes because he was 
aware of the injustice being done. I began to write again, and after a 
moment I leaned forward and touched him on the shoulder. “My 
friend,” I said, “how do you spell ‘difference”?” 

He spelled it for me–incorrectly–and I wrote it correctly and went on. 

When we reached Nashville, a number of policemen were lined up on 
both sides of the hallway down which I had to pass on my way to the 
captain’s office. They tossed me from one to another like a volleyball. 
By the time I reached the office, the lining of my best coat was torn, 
and I was considerably rumpled. I straightened myself as best I could 
and went in. They had my bag, and went through it and my papers, 
finding much of interest, especially in the Christian Century and 
Fellowship. 

Finally the captain said, “Come here, nigger.” 

I walked directly to him. ‘What can I do for you?” I asked. 

“Nigger,” he said menacingly, “you’re supposed to be scared when you 
come in here!” 

“I am fortified by truth, justice, and Christ,” I said. “There’s no need for 
me to fear.” 

He was flabbergasted and, for a time, completely at a loss for words. 
Finally he said to another officer, “I believe the nigger’s crazy!” 

They sent me into another room and went into consultation. The wait 
was long, but after an hour and a half they came for me and I was 
taken for another ride, across town. At the courthouse, I was taken 
down the hall to the office of the assistant district attorney, Mr. Ben 
West. As I got to the door I heard a voice, “Say, you colored fellow, 
hey! ” I looked around and saw the elderly gentleman who had been on 
the bus. 

“I’m here to see that you get justice,” he said. 

The assistant district attorney questioned me about my life, the 
Christian Century, pacifism, and the war for half an hour. Then he 
asked the police to tell their side of what had happened. They did, 
stretching the truth a good deal in spots and including several lies for 
seasoning. Mr. West then asked me to tell my side. 

“Gladly,’ I said, “and I want you,” turning to the young policeman who 
had sat in the front seat, “to follow what I say and stop me if I deviate 
from the truth in the least.” 

Holding his eyes with mine, I told the story exactly as it had happened, 
stopping often to say, “Is that right?” or “Isn’t that what happened?” to 
the young policeman. During the whole time he never once interrupted 
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an integrated bus with Ralph Abernathy, E. D. Nixon, and 
Glenn Smiley. King said of the bus boycott: ‘‘We came to see 
that, in the long run, it is more honorable to walk in dignity 
than ride in humiliation. So … we decided to substitute 
tired feet for tired souls, and walk the streets of 
Montgomery’’ (Papers 3:486). King’s role in the bus boycott 
garnered international attention, and the MIA’s tactics of 
combining mass nonviolent protest with Christian ethics 
became the model for challenging segregation in the South. 
 

29. Why do you think the black community in Montgomery 

became so motivated by Rosa Parks’ arrest and not 

Claudette Colvin’s arrest? 

30. Do you think it’s fair or accurate that many people today 

think Rosa Parks was responsible for the Montgomery Bus 

Boycott? Why? 

31. What important law ended bus segregation in the United 

States?  

32. What role did MLK play in the Montgomery Bus Boycott? 

Cite specific evidence to support your claim. 
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the success of the boycott. Women such as Johnnie Carr and 
Irene West sustained the MIA committees and volunteer 
networks. Mary Fair Burks of the WPC also attributed the 
success of the boycott to ‘‘the nameless cooks and maids 
who walked endless miles for a year to bring about the 
breach in the walls of segregation’’ (Burks, ‘‘Trailblazers,’’ 
82). In his memoir, King quotes an elderly woman who 
proclaimed that she had joined the boycott not for her own 
benefit but for the good of her children and grandchildren 
(King, 78). 

27. If you were Mary Burks, who would you say was most 

responsible for the success of the Montgomery Bus 

Boycott? 

28. What do you think Mary Burks would say of Rosa Parks 

and MLK’s roles in the bus boycott? Why? 

National coverage of the boycott and King’s trial resulted in 
support from people outside Montgomery. In early 1956 
veteran pacifists Bayard Rustin and Glenn E. Smiley visited 
Montgomery and offered King advice on the application of 
Gandhian techniques and nonviolence to American race 
relations. Rustin, Ella Baker, and Stanley Levison founded In 
Friendship to raise funds in the North for southern civil rights 
efforts, including the bus boycott. King absorbed ideas from 
these proponents of nonviolent direct action and crafted his 
own syntheses of Gandhian principles of nonviolence. He said: 
‘‘Christ showed us the way, and Gandhi in India showed it 
could work’’ (Rowland, ‘‘2,500 Here Hail’’). Other followers of 
Gandhian ideas such as Richard Gregg, William Stuart Nelson, 
and Homer Jack wrote the MIA offering support. 

On 5 June 1956, the federal district court ruled in Browder v. 
Gayle that bus segregation was unconstitutional, and in 
November 1956 the U.S. Supreme Court affirmed Browder v. 
Gayle and struck down laws requiring segregated seating on 
public buses. The court’s decision came the same day that 
King and the MIA were in circuit court challenging an injunction 
against the MIA carpools. Resolved not to end the boycott until 
the order to desegregate the buses actually arrived in 
Montgomery, the MIA operated without the carpool system for 
a month. The Supreme Court upheld the lower court’s ruling, 
and on 20 December 1956 King called for the end of the 
boycott; the community agreed. The next morning, he boarded 
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me, and when I was through I said, “Did I tell the truth just as it 
happened?” and he said, “Well …” 

Then Mr. West dismissed me, and I was sent to wait alone in a dark 
room. After an hour, Mr. West came in and said, very kindly, “You may 
go, Mister Rustin.” 

I left the courthouse, believing all the more strongly in the nonviolent 
approach. I am certain that I was addressed as “Mister” (as no Negro 
is ever addressed in the South), that I was assisted by those three 
men, and that the elderly gentleman interested himself in my 
predicament because I had, without fear, faced the four policemen and 
said, “There is no need to beat me. I offer you no resistance.” 

Bayard Rustin (1912-1987) was a talented, effective organizer for the 
causes of international peace and racial justice. He is credited with 
introducing Martin Luther King Jr. to the teachings of Mahatma Gandhi. 
His skills as a strategist and organizer were evident in the triumph of 
the 1963 March on Washington for Jobs and Freedom. An openly gay 
man and socialist, Rustin is seldom accorded the recognition due him 
for his important contributions to the Civil Rights Movement. (See the 
excellent documentary Brother Outsider: The Life of Bayard Rustin.) 

Copyright (c) 1942 by Fellowship. Reprinted with permission from 
Bayard Rustin, “Nonviolence v. Jim Crow,” Fellowship, July 1942. 
www.forusa.org. 

5. What surprised you most about the reading above? Why? 

6. What is the theme of the essay above? 
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Brown v. Board of Education (1954) 
Brown v. Board of Education (1954), now acknowledged as 

one of the greatest Supreme Court decisions of the 20th 

century, unanimously held that the racial segregation of 

children in public schools violated the Equal Protection Clause 

of the Fourteenth Amendment. Although the decision did not 

succeed in fully desegregating public education in the United 

States, it put the Constitution on the side of racial equality and 

galvanized the nascent civil rights movement into a full 

revolution.  

In 1954, large portions of the United States had racially 

segregated schools, made legal by Plessy v. Ferguson (1896), 

which held that segregated public facilities were constitutional 

so long as the black and white facilities were equal to each 

other. However, by the mid-twentieth century, civil rights 

groups set up legal and political, challenges to racial 

segregation. In the early 1950s, NAACP lawyers brought class 

action lawsuits on behalf of black schoolchildren and their 

families in Kansas, South Carolina, Virginia, and Delaware, 

seeking court orders to compel school districts to let black 

students attend white public schools.  

One of these class actions, Brown v. Board of Education was 

filed against the Topeka, Kansas school board by 

representative-plaintiff Oliver Brown, parent of one of the 

children denied access to Topeka's white schools. Brown 

claimed that Topeka's racial segregation violated the 

Constitution's Equal Protection Clause because the city's black 

and white schools were not equal to each other and never 

could be. The federal district court dismissed his claim, ruling 

that the segregated public schools were "substantially" equal 

enough to be constitutional under the Plessy doctrine. Brown 

appealed to the Supreme Court, which consolidated and then 

reviewed all the school segregation actions together. Thurgood 

Marshall, who would in 1967 be appointed the first black justice 

of the Court, was chief counsel for the plaintiffs.  
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That evening, at a mass meeting at Holt Street Baptist Church, 
the MIA voted to continue the boycott. King spoke to several 
thousand people at the meeting: ‘‘I want it to be known that 
we’re going to work with grim and bold determination to 
gain justice on the buses in this city. And we are not 
wrong.… If we are wrong, the Supreme Court of this nation 
is wrong. If we are wrong, the Constitution of the United 
States is wrong. If we are wrong, God Almighty is wrong’’ 
(Papers 3:73). After unsuccessful talks with city commissioners 
and bus company officials, on 8 December the MIA issued a 
formal list of demands: courteous treatment by bus operators; 
first-come, first-served seating for all, with blacks seating from 
the rear and whites from the front; and black bus operators on 
predominately black routes. 

26. What purpose do you think MLK had in mind when he 

discussed the Supreme Court, the Constitution, and God, in 

his quote above? 

The demands were not met, and Montgomery’s black residents 
stayed off the buses through 1956, despite efforts by city 
officials and white citizens to defeat the boycott. After the city 
began to penalize black taxi drivers for aiding the boycotters, 
the MIA organized a carpool. Robert Hughes and others from 
the Alabama Council for Human Relations organized meetings 
between the MIA and city officials, but no agreements were 
reached. 

In early 1956, the homes of King and E. D. Nixon were 
bombed. King was able to calm the crowd that gathered at his 
home by declaring: ‘‘Be calm as I and my family are. We are 
not hurt and remember that if anything happens to me, 
there will be others to take my place’’ (Papers 3:115). City 
officials obtained injunctions against the boycott in February 
1956, and indicted over 80 boycott leaders under a 1921 law 
prohibiting conspiracies that interfered with lawful business. 
King was tried and convicted on the charge and ordered to pay 
$500 or serve 386 days in jail in the case State of Alabama v. 
Martin Luther King, Jr. Despite this resistance, the boycott 
continued. 

Although most of the publicity about the protest was centered 
on the actions of black ministers, women played crucial roles in 
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Mayor Gayle, telling him, ‘‘there has been talk from twenty-
five or more local organizations of planning a city-wide 
boycott of busses’’(‘‘A Letter from the Women’s Political 
Council’’). 

A year after the WPC’s meeting with Mayor Gayle, a 15-year-
old named Claudette Colvin was arrested for challenging 
segregation on a Montgomery bus. Seven months later, 18-
year-old Mary Louise Smith was arrested for refusing to yield 
her seat to a white passenger. Neither arrest, however, 
mobilized Montgomery’s black community like that of Rosa 
Parks later that year. 

King recalled in his memoir that ‘‘Mrs. Parks was ideal for the 
role assigned to her by history,’’ and because ‘‘her 
character was impeccable and her dedication deep-
rooted’’ she was ‘‘one of the most respected people in the 
Negro community’’ (King, 44). Robinson and the WPC 
responded to Parks’ arrest by calling for a one-day protest of 
the city’s buses on 5 December 1955. Robinson prepared a 
series of leaflets at Alabama State College and organized 
groups to distribute them throughout the black community. 
Meanwhile, after securing bail for Parks with Clifford and 
Virginia Durr, E. D. Nixon, past leader of the Montgomery 
chapter of the National Association for the Advancement of 
Colored People (NAACP), began to call local black leaders, 
including Ralph Abernathy and King, to organize a planning 
meeting. On 2 December, black ministers and leaders met at 
Dexter Avenue Baptist Church and agreed to publicize the 5 
December boycott. The planned protest received unexpected 
publicity in the weekend newspapers and in radio and 
television reports. 

On 5 December, 90 percent of Montgomery’s black citizens 
stayed off the buses. That afternoon, the city’s ministers and 
leaders met to discuss the possibility of extending the boycott 
into a long-term campaign. During this meeting the MIA 
(Montgomery Improvement Association) was formed, and King 
was elected president. Parks recalled: ‘‘The advantage of 
having Dr. King as president was that he was so new to 
Montgomery and to civil rights work that he hadn’t been there 
long enough to make any strong friends or enemies’’ (Parks, 
136). 
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Thanks to the astute leadership of Chief Justice Earl Warren, 

the Court spoke in a unanimous decision written by Warren 

himself. The decision held that racial segregation of children in 

public schools violated the Equal Protection Clause of the 

Fourteenth Amendment, which states that "no state shall make 

or enforce any law which shall ... deny to any person within its 

jurisdiction the equal protection of the laws." The Court noted 

that Congress, when drafting the Fourteenth Amendment in the 

1860s, did not expressly intend to require integration of public 

schools. On the other hand, that Amendment did not prohibit 

integration. In any case, the Court asserted that the Fourteenth 

Amendment guarantees equal education today. Public 

education in the 20th century, said the Court, had become an 

essential component of a citizen's public life, forming the basis 

of democratic citizenship, normal socialization, and 

professional training. In this context, any child denied a good 

education would be unlikely to succeed in life. Where a state, 

therefore, has undertaken to provide universal education, such 

education becomes a right that must be afforded equally to 

both blacks and whites. 

Were the black and white schools "substantially" equal to each 

other, as the lower courts had found? After reviewing 

psychological studies showing black girls in segregated 

schools had low racial self-esteem, the Court concluded that 

separating children on the basis of race creates dangerous 

inferiority complexes that may adversely affect black children's 

ability to learn. The Court concluded that, even if the tangible 

facilities were equal between the black and white schools, 

racial segregation in schools is "inherently unequal" and is thus 

always unconstitutional. At least in the context of public 

schools, Plessy v. Ferguson was overruled. In the Brown II 

case a decided year later, the Court ordered the states to 

integrate their schools "with all deliberate speed."  

Opposition to Brown I and II reached an apex in Cooper v. 

Aaron (1958), when the Court ruled that states were 

constitutionally required to implement the Supreme Court's 

integration orders. Widespread racial integration of the South 
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was achieved by the late 1960s and 1970s. In the meantime, 

the equal protection ruling in Brown spilled over into other 

areas of the law and into the political arena as well. Scholars 

now point out that Brown v. Board was not the beginning of the 

modern civil rights movement, but there is no doubt that it 

constituted a watershed moment in the struggle for racial 

equality in America. 

7. What argument did Brown use against school segregation? 

Do you agree with his argument? Why? 

8. What rationale did the Supreme Court use in its decision on 

Brown v. Board of Education? 

9. Read the information below about modern-day charter 

schools and compare/contrast them to segregated schools 

pre-Brown v. Board of Education. 

Charter Schools 
While segregation for blacks among all public schools 

has been increasing for nearly two decades, black 

students in charter schools are far more likely than their 

traditional public school counterparts to be educated in 

intensely segregated settings.  At the national level, 

seventy percent of black charter school students attend 

intensely segregated minority charter schools (which 

enroll 90-100% of students from under-represented 

minority backgrounds), or twice as many as the share of 

intensely segregated black students in traditional public 

schools. Some charter schools enrolled populations 

where 99% of the students were from under-represented 

minority backgrounds. Forty-three percent of black 

charter school students attended these extremely 

segregated minority schools, a percentage which was, 

by far, the highest of any other racial group, and nearly 

three times as high as black students in traditional public 

schools. 
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Montgomery Bus Boycott (1955 – 

1956) 

 

24. Who do you think of first when you hear talk of the 

Montgomery Bus Boycott and/or see the picture above? 

Why? 

25. Who do you think the white man is in the picture above? 

Why? 

The roots of the bus boycott began years before the arrest of 
Rosa Parks. The Women’s’ Political Council (WPC), a group of 
black professionals founded in 1946, had already turned their 
attention to Jim Crow practices on the Montgomery city buses. 
In a meeting with Mayor W. A. Gayle in March 1954, the 
council's members outlined the changes they sought for 
Montgomery’s bus system: no one standing over empty seats; 
a decree that black individuals not be made to pay at the front 
of the bus and enter from the rear; and a policy that would 
require buses to stop at every corner in black residential areas, 
as they did in white communities. When the meeting failed to 
produce any meaningful change, WPC president Jo Ann 
Robinson reiterated  the council’s requests in a 21 May letter to 
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MLK’s “I have a Dream” speech – 

excerpt (1963) 
I have a dream that one day this nation will rise up and live out 

the true meaning of its creed: "We hold these truths to be self-

evident, that all men are created equal." 

I have a dream that one day on the red hills of Georgia, the 

sons of former slaves and the sons of former slave owners will 

be able to sit down together at the table of brotherhood. 

I have a dream that one day even the state of Mississippi, a 

state sweltering with the heat of injustice, sweltering with the 

heat of oppression, will be transformed into an oasis of 

freedom and justice. 

I have a dream that my four little children will one day live in a 

nation where they will not be judged by the color of their skin 

but by the content of their character. 

I have a dream today! 

I have a dream that one day, down in Alabama, with its vicious 

racists, with its governor having his lips dripping with the words 

of "interposition" and "nullification" -- one day right there in 

Alabama little black boys and black girls will be able to join 

hands with little white boys and white girls as sisters and 

brothers. 

I have a dream today! 

I have a dream that one day every valley shall be exalted, and 

every hill and mountain shall be made low, the rough places 

will be made plain, and the crooked places will be made 

straight; "and the glory of the Lord shall be revealed and all 

flesh shall see it together." 

23. Has MLK’s dream come true today? Cite specific evidence 

to support your answer. 

• See 

http://www.americanrhetoric.com/speeches/mlkihavea

dream.htm for the complete text and audio of MLK’s 

speech. 
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Overall, nearly three out of four students in the typical 

black student’s charter school are also black.  This figure 

indicates extremely high levels of isolation, particularly 

given the fact that black students comprise less than 

one-third of charter students. 

Black students are not the only racial group experiencing 

higher segregation in charter schools.  Higher 

percentages of charter school students of every race 

attend predominantly minority schools (50-100% minority 

students) or racially isolated minority schools (90-100% 

minority students) than do their same-race peers in 

traditional public schools.  Half of Latino charter school 

students, for example, attended racially isolated minority 

schools. 

Third, charter school trends vary substantially across 

different regions of the country.  Latinos are under-

enrolled in charter schools in some Western states 

where they comprise the largest share of students.  At 

the same time, a dozen states (including those with high 

concentrations of Latino students like Arizona and 

Texas) report that a majority of Latino charter students 

attend intensely segregated minority schools.  Patterns 

in the West and in a few areas in the South, the two 

most racially diverse regions of the country, also suggest 

that charters serve as havens for white flight from public 

schools.  Finally, in the industrial Midwest, more 

students enroll in charter schools compared to other 

regions, and midwestern charter programs display high 

concentrations of black students.   
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Emmett Till (1955) 

While visiting family in Money, Mississippi, 14-year-old Emmett 
Till, an African American from Chicago, is brutally murdered for 
flirting with a white woman four days earlier. His assailants--the 
white woman's husband and her brother--made Emmett carry a 
75-pound cotton-gin fan to the bank of the Tallahatchie River 
and ordered him to take off his clothes. The two men then beat 
him nearly to death, gouged out his eye, shot him in the head, 
and then threw his body, tied to the cotton-gin fan with barbed 
wire, into the river. 

Till grew up in a working-class neighborhood on the south side 
of Chicago, and though he had attended a segregated 
elementary school, he was not prepared for the level of 
segregation he encountered in Mississippi. His mother warned 
him to take care because of his race, but Emmett enjoyed 
pulling pranks. On August 24, while standing with his cousins 
and some friends outside a country store in Money, Emmett 
bragged that his girlfriend back home was white. Emmett's 
African American companions, disbelieving him, dared Emmett 
to ask the white woman sitting behind the store counter for a 
date. He went in, bought some candy, and on the way out was 
heard saying, "Bye, baby" to the woman. There were no 
witnesses in the store, but Carolyn Bryant--the woman behind 
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fresh air the country had needed. He did not speak more words 
of violence, for he understood the world had had enough of 
that. Instead, he preached in a way that eloquently got his 
words of equality across while still keeping to his statement of 
being nonviolent. Both men will be remembered for trying to 
change the minds of people in their time, and hopefully as time 
goes on, there will be less ignorance, and more learning from 
past mistakes. 
 

14. What was Malcolm X’s opinion about integration and 

segregation? Do you agree with him? Why? 

15. Who was a big influence on Malcolm X’s views on 

integration and segregation? Where else have we seen this 

influential figure? 

16. What was MLK’s view on integration and segregation? Do 

you agree with him? Why? 

17. Who was a big influence on MLK’s views on integration 

and segregation? 

18. What was “Jim Crow”? How does it relate to segregation? 

19. How did the idea of “separate but equal” begin? 

20. What important law outlawed segregation in public 

schools? 

21. Who do you think was the more effective leader, Malcolm 

X or MLK? Cite specific evidence to support your 

reasoning. 

22. After watching the video on MLK vs. Malcolm X 

(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6HGr-UJSf9k),  have 

your answers in the previous question changed? Why? 

 

  



The Civil Rights Movement 

 

Page 16 of 27 

 

By 1914 a majority of American states had passed laws that 
created two separate societies; one black, and one white. A 
majority of these states enforced "Jim Crow" laws, which were 
laws created to give white supremacy a legal basis to retain 
control over the black population. "Jim Crow" laws determined 
which school your child attended, the use of drinking fountains 
and toilet facilities, whose hair a barber could and could not cut 
and where family members were laid to rest. In short, things 
that should not be determined by laws against race. One of the 
most noted Supreme Court segregation decisions was the 
case Plessy vs. Ferguson in 1896. This case supported the 
constitutionality of a law in Louisiana that required "separate 
but equal" facilities for whites and blacks in many states for 
whites and blacks in railroad cars. It was World War I though 
that began the demise of the ruling "separate but equal". The 
need for military equipment and the demand of labor to 
produce it created an enormous migration of blacks from the 
South to the North. Although blacks were able to slowly 
improve their position in the industrial facilities in the North, 
there were new patterns of inequality they had to face. Blacks 
were paid less than their counterpart white workers, and the 
better jobs were more often awarded to whites. Needless to 
say, racial discrimination was anything but over. 

There were many other instances in which rationality and 
discrimination came face to face. One important Supreme 
Court decision outlawed school segregation in Brown v. Board 
of Education. This also did not stop the Little Rock 5 from 
going through horrible trials just to get into a new school. Black 
men such as the Reverend George Lee and Lamar Smith were 
murdered for trying to organize black voter registration. Other 
horrible events such as what happened to Emmett Till who was 
murdered for speaking to a white woman, could have been 
avoided if only people had been less ignorant. April 4th, 1968 
was a horribly sad day in history. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 
was assassinated. While King may have died, his words of 
hope live on. This is evident in schools and great thinkers alike 
today.  

Although Malcolm X is often left out of school books, he was a 
movement of his own. For the 1960's, although Malcolm had 
the right idea about keeping his history intact, he also had a 
justified reason to be angry. The difference was that for the 
1960s, Martin Luther King Jr. seemed to have the breath of 
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the counter--claimed that he grabbed her, made lewd 
advances, and then wolf-whistled at her as he sauntered out. 

Roy Bryant, the proprietor of the store and the woman's 
husband, returned from a business trip a few days later and 
found out how Emmett had spoken to his wife. Enraged, he 
went to the home of Till's great uncle, Mose Wright, with his 
brother-in-law J.W. Milam in the early morning hours of August 
28. The pair demanded to see the boy. Despite pleas from 
Wright, they forced Emmett into their car. After driving around 
in the Memphis night, and perhaps beating Till in a toolhouse 
behind Milam's residence, they drove him down to the 
Tallahatchie River. 

Three days later, his corpse was recovered but was so 
disfigured that Mose Wright could only identify it by an initialed 
ring. Authorities wanted to bury the body quickly, but Till's 
mother, Mamie Bradley, requested it be sent back to Chicago. 
After seeing the mutilated remains, she decided to have an 
open-casket funeral so that all the world could see what racist 
murderers had done to her only son. Jet, an African American 
weekly magazine, published a photo of Emmett's corpse, and 
soon the mainstream media picked up on the story. 
Less than two weeks after Emmett's body was buried, Milam 
and Bryant went on trial in a segregated courthouse in 
Sumner, Mississippi. There were few witnesses besides Mose 
Wright, who positively identified the defendants as Emmett's 
killers. On September 23, the all-white jury deliberated for less 
than an hour before issuing a verdict of "not guilty," explaining 
that they believed the state had failed to prove the identity of 
the body. Many people around the country were outraged by 
the decision and also by the state's decision not to indict Milam 
and Bryant on the separate charge of kidnapping. 

The Emmett Till murder trial brought to light the brutality of Jim 
Crow segregation in the South and was an early impetus of the 
African American Civil Rights Movement. 
 

10. Why was Emmett Till unprepared for the level of 

segregation in Mississippi? 

11. What was Emmett Till killed for? 

12. What do you think Emmett Till would have been convicted 

of if his “crime” had occurred today? Why? 

13. After watching the video on Emmett Till 

(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v8QXNyCvDP4), 

what are your thoughts, feelings, and reactions? 
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MLK vs. Malcolm X 

Although Malcolm X and Martin Luther King Jr. had different 
initial views on integration and segregation, they ultimately 
strived for the same goal. That goal was peace, and the ability 
to live a free life.  

When Malcolm X first started out preaching, he did not want 
blacks and whites to be integrated. He grew up listening to the 
words of his father, who was a follower of Marcus Garvey (one 
of the earliest and most influential black-nationalist thinkers, 
and founder of the "Back to Africa" movement) He also 
embraced the Muslim religion and teachings of Elijah 
Muhammed while he was in prison. The Nation of Islam 
appealed to young Malcolm, because it embraced the richness 
of black history and culture, while completely rejecting white 
society and values. In the Autobiography of Malcolm X, he is 
known to have said "You have been cut off by the devil 
white man from all true knowledge of your own land. You 
have been a victim of evil, of the devil white man ever 
since he murdered and raped and stole you from your 
native land." 
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In the eyes of 
Malcolm X, and 
other Black 
Nationalist 
thinkers, the 
idea of 
integration 
seemed like 
giving in to the 
white man, and 
giving up your 
history. It 
seemed like it 
was a way for 
the white man 
to feel better 
about 
themselves, 
and a way to 
try and sweep 
the dark history 

under the rug, so to speak. Malcolm X also stated he believed 
in the "brotherhood of all men", but that he did not believe in 
wasting brotherhood on anyone who does not want to practice 
brotherhood with him. "Brotherhood is a two way street." 

Martin Luther King Jr. wanted integration and peace between 
races; he followed the teachings of Mahatma Gandhi. King 
studied Gandhi's nonviolent tactics and discovered how, 
through sacrifice and love of one's enemies, one man and his 
followers could not only transform a society externally, but also 
change its heart. In August of 1963, King and his helpers 
decided it was time to put pressure on the Kennedy 
administration and staged a march on Washington, in which 
over 250,000 people attended. This was the famous rally 
where King delivered his moving "I Have a Dream" speech. 
This march convinced President Kennedy and his successor, 
Lyndon Johnson, that they had enough support in the country 
to push hard for a new set of laws ending segregation in the 
South. Later in his life, Martin Luther King Jr. received a Nobel 
Peace Prize award for bringing about these historic changes, 
such as ended the Jim Crow laws, which will be addressed 
later. 


